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was adopted, should be given cffeet to
in seven vears.

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: There was a big
difference hetween reduction and no li-
cense vote, everybody kmew that there .
were houses that ought to be elosed, and
that was his reason in putting the differ-
ence between reduction and no license,
There was another point the Minister
confused; he knew that neither reduvction
or prohibition would be carried straight
away, there would have to be an education
of the people for two or three years be-
fore it wonld take place.

Hon. M, L. Moss: That was not the ex-
perience in New Zealand.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: li was exactly
the experience. In the first big fight they
gained practieally nothing and very little
more at the nexi. He asked leave to with-
draw his amendment in favour of fixing
the poll definitely for April, 1920. That
was as early ax we ecould have it under
Mr. Gawler's amendment. We were keep-
ing the spirit of flie bargain if it was made
10 years.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. J. F. CUTLEN moved a furtber
amendment-—

That in Subcluuse 3 the words “After
the thivty-first day of December” be
struck out and “the month of April”’ be
inserted in lieu,

Progress reported.

BILLS (3)—FIEST READING.
1. Saopply (£207,443).

2. Permanent Reserves Rededlcatlon
3. Land and Ineowe Tax.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly.

Honse adjowrned at 9 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30
pm., and vead prayers.

QUESTION — UNCHARTED ROCK,
“PERICLES” WRECK.

Mr. PIESSE {for Mr. Murphy) asked
the Premier: In face of the faet that
after a search extending over a week by
the s.5. “Penguin,” and a further search
of four days by H.M.S. “Fantome,” they
have been unable to locate the rock npon
which the “Perieles” is supposed to have
struck, will he officially inform the Brit-
ish Board of Trade and other bodies con-
cerned of the results of such searches?

The PREMIER replied: Yes; the in-
formation is alveady in course of trans-
mission,

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT
AND MR. JUSTICE BURNSIDE.
Mr. HUDSON asked the Attorney Gen-

eral: 1, Has he article appearing in *he

Daily News of yesterday referring to Mr.

Justice Burnside and the Arbitration

Court been brought under his notice? 2,

If so, what is he going to do about it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, As regards amending the Arbi-
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tration Aect the matter is receiving the
eareful consideration of the Government.

QUESTION —  METROPOLITAN
WATER AND SEWERAGE EM-
PLOYEES.

Mr. GILL {for Mr. Price} asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Did the employees
of the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board recently submit a sched-
ule of wages and conditions of employ-
ment to the officer in charge of the de-
partment? 2, Has snch schedule been
forwarded by the offieer in charge to the
Miaister for his approval or otherwise?
3, Were a number of employees dis-
charged by the officer in charge of the de-
partment subsequently to receiving such
schedule? 4, Ave there any meters lying
in the meter room awaiting repairs. If
so, how many? 3, Could any of the dis-
charged emplovees assist in the repairing
of such meters? 6, Ave there any com-
petent main layers still engaged? If so,
how raany? 7, Is it a faet that the whole
of the dismissed employees are married
men? 8§, How long have they been in the
employ of the department? 9, Has it
heen the practice when redueing hands to
discharge the men last engaged? I1f so,
why was the usnal practice departed from
in the present instance? 10, Is it a faet
that since the men referred to have been
diseharged an immigrant has been given
employment at the ecentral pumjping sta-
tion? 11, Will the Minister eause a full
inquiry into the circumstanees surround-
ing their dismissal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: I, They submitted sneh a sehedule
to the superintending engineer. 2, No.
3, Five employees were dispensed with by
the superintending engineer. 4, Yes,
about 100. 5, Yes, one, if his services had
been required. 6, Yes, two. 7, Yes. 8,
From six to 11 years. 9, It has been the
custom to vetnin those found to be most
snitable, 10, An immigrant was taken on
at the central pumping station to assist
in ereeting a new boiler. It was not
known at the time that he was an immi-
grant, The employment will last about a
fortnight. 11, T have already arranged
for an inquiry.

[791
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QUESTION—AUDITOR GENERAL'S
REPORT.

Mr., SCADDAN asked the Premier
{without notice) : Where is the Auditor
General’s yeport?

The PREMIER: I do oot bring it
down; it is sent to the Spesker.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, it ought to be
do?wn. What are you going to do about
it

The PREMIER: T will make inquiry
to-morrow,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Report of the board
of management of the Perth Public Hos-
pital. .

By the Minister for Works: Report of
the Publie Works Department for the
vear 1909-10.

BILL -— FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
GAS AND COKE SUPPLY BILL.
Leave 1o introduce.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

H. Daglish) moved—

For leave to introduce a Bill for “dn
Aet relating to the acquisition by the
municipality of Fremantle of the works
of the Fremantle Gas and Coke Com-
pany, Limited, and to transfer to and
vest in the municipality of Fremantle
the rights, powers, privileges, and auth-
orities of the company; and to author-
ise the council of the municipality of
Fremantle to borrow money for the
purchase of the said works.”

Question passed; leave given.

First Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (1Ion.

H. Daglish) moved—
That the Bill be now read a first time.
Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle) : Be-
fore the gqnestion is put I think it would
he wise on the part of the Minister to
defer the first reading in view of the dis-
closures in to-day’s paper. Members
should at least be satisfied as to whether
there is anything in them or not. If the
Minister has not seen them perhaps
wonld be wise for him to read what ap-
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pearé'in the Press this morning, because
he might then think it nnnecessary to pro-
ceed with the Bill.

 The Premier: It does not affect the first
reading, '

‘Mr. BOLTON: It way not affect the
first reading, but it will be regarded as a
cointidence that the first reading should
be moved in this House on the very day
on which these disclosures are made and
that the mayor of Fremantle, who has
only been in office for about seven days,
has resigned over this very Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I
would be ready to defer the Bill if there
were any occasion fo do 5o, but leave has
already been given to introduce the Bill
and I propose to take the more formal
stage in moving the first reading. How-
ever, I ean assure hon. members that the
fullest opportunity of inguiry will be
given before the second reading is pro-
posed.

Mr. SPEAKER: There can be no de-
bate on the first reading, but 1 was a
little late in stopping tbe hon. member,

fuestion put and pussed.

Bill read a first time.

BILLS (4)--FIRST READING.

1. Rrdgetown-Wilgarup Railway.

2. Dwellingup-Hotham Railway.

3. Katanning-Nampup Railway.

4, Wagin-Dumbleyung Railway Kx-
tension.

BILL—SUPPLY, £207443.
. All Stages.
The PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Hon. Frank Wilson) moved—

That the House do now resolve itself
into a Committece of Supply for the
purpose of considering His Fxcellency
the Governor’s Message No. 16, recom-
mending that an appropriation be made
oul of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
for the purpose of a Bill for “An Act
to apply out of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund the sum of £207443 to the
service of the year ending 30ih June,
19117 and thal so muck of the Stand-
ing Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable resolutions from the Commit-

{ASSEMBLY.]

tees of Supply and of Ways und Means
to be reported and adopted on the same
day on which they shall have passed
those Commitiees, and also the passing
of a Supply Bill through all iis stages
on this day.

Motion passed.

In Commitiece.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair.

The PREMIER moved—

That there be granted to His Ma-
Jjesty on account of the services of the
year 1910-11 o sum not exceeding
£207 443,

This is a month’s supply for December,
equal fo one-twelfth of the net estimates
of expendilure now before the House.
The Honse has already passed two Sup-
ply Bills. The first one was for £572,400
from revenue covering the first three
months of the financial year less the
statutory payments for which a Supply
Bill is not necessary. The second Supply
Bill was for £381,600, for a further two
months’ servieces. Those were both based
on last year’s Estimates, and amounted
to five months’ supply, equal to £954,000
from Counsolidated Revenue. I am now
asking for one-twelfth of the Estimates
now before the House.

Mr. O’Loghlen: How far will it carvy
you?

The PREMIER: To the end of this
year. It will mean then that we will
have passed the tolal of £1,161,443. The
half of the Estimates which I am asking
the House to now pass for the financial
year is £1,244,659, so that the aggre-
gate of these three Supply Bills from
Consolidated Revenue will be £83,216
less than half of the estimate. It is
necessary that we shonld have this sup-
ply because the salaries will fall due
in the middle of the month.

Mr. Holman: Qur salaries?

The PREMIER: Members’' salaries
will fall due at the end of the month.

Mr. Holman: What! The increase?

The PREMIER: No, the existing sal-
aries. In order to keep to the proper
form, it is necessary to have the sanc-
tion of the House. There is no need
to ask for additional appropriation from
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loan funds, because I have sufficient in
hand to carry me over until—at least, I
hope—the annual Estimates are passed.
I am confining this actually to appropria-
tion from Consolidated Revenue for one
month.

Mr. SCADDAN: I de not propose to
offer any objection to the passing of
this motion, but I again desire to enter
another protest against this continual
method of dealing with public funds.
Here we are again, providing supply for
the sixth month of the financial vear.
The Estimates are before the Elouse it
is true, but the real foundation of Re-
sponsible Government vests in the con-
trol by Parliament of the disposal of
public funds. TUnder existing condi-
tions, however, we only control expendi-
ture for half of the year, and Parlia-
ment has not been consulted with regard
to the works which have been paid for
from loan and Counsolidated Revenue,
works which will be completed before
they will have been authorised by Par-
liament, That is a condition of affairs
which to my way of thinking it is dan-
verous to adopt, and to permit it to
continue as we are doing year after yvear.
I do not know any case where we have
given sapply for six menths until the
present year. If we have done so it is
a serious course to follow. T have pre-
viously entered my protest against this
method of bringing down Supply Bills
and giving Parliament no control over
expendituve. It makes an absolute farce
uf the fundamental principle of Consti-
tutional Government in our colonies, and
the right of the people through their
represenialives in Parliament to control
expenditure, Here we have no control
except for half the year. I would have
raised a much stronger objection to the
passing of this motion in Committee had
it also embraced a further supply from
loan funds, beeause as I stated previously
the Government should obtain the sanction
of Parliament for the expenditure of loan
funds.

The Premier:
authorised.

M. SCADDAN: Bui a commencement
has been made with the construction of

It is only for works
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new works from loan funds, and for
which no money has been passed. °

The Premier: Very little.

Mr. SCADDAN: We have no right
to spend one penny from loan funds
vntil Parliament has sanctioned the ex-
penditure. This is a proecedure which
Parliament sooner or later will have to
stop. We are losing control to-day of
that prineiple for which Constitniional
Government stands. We have to agree
to this motion because the civil servants
must be paid their salaries, and works
in progress eannot be stopped. But for
these cirecumstances I would have asked
the House to prevent this method eon-
tinuing. T trust the Government will
take notice of this protest and endeavour
to introduce the Estimates at an earlier
stage.

Mr. JACOBY : While agreeing to some
extent with the hon. member, responsi-
bility must he taken by members them-
selves because we have in this session,
and in many other sessions, spent ton
muach time in debating small details of
legislation, and small items on the Esti-
mates, We have lacked a proper sense
of proporvtion whieli has caused us to
undertake long discussions on matters of
very little importance as far as the Statce
is concerned, and in this way at the
end of the session we have been called
upon to devote a few hours to passing
large sums on the Loan Estimates. That
ocenrred last year, and yet if we look
back we will find that many hours have
been taken up over matters of praectie-
ally no importance whatever, and thus
members who have wished to debate mat-
ters of financial policy, and of real in-
terest to the State, have been forced to
remain silent because no time has heen
allowed them to voice their opinions.

Mr. Angwin: A very poor execuse, '

Mr. Seaddan: You recognise yvon can-
not deal with the Estimates until they
are inlroduced.

Mr. JACOBY: T recognise this, that
we have already spent more time in the
discussion of the ¥stimates than any
other Parliament in the British Ewmpire
has done.

Mr. Walker: Nonsense!
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Mr. JACOBY: The discussions which
have takeu place on the Estimates have
been absolutely unjustified, and if this
waste of time had not oecurred the whole
of the Estimates would have been
through to-day. Look at the Federal
Parliament, and we find that they put
through the whole of the Estimates deal-
ing with the Commonwealth in the time
that it took this Heuse to get through
one gmall division involving the expen-
diture of only a few thousand pounds.
I like to see a discussion on the Esti-
mates, but I trust that in connection
with our debates there will be in the
future a greater sense of proportion than
has been the case in the past, and then
we shall have an opportunity of doing
our duty to the Siate withont any wasfe
of time. So far the great amount of
time which has been taken up over these
minor details has been absolutely un-
justified, and has prevented us from giv-
ing that atfention to other matters which
they deserve. -

Mr. BATH: The bon. member for
Swan has taken up the role of lecturer to
the House in order to eover up his own
palpable neglect during the whole of this
and previous sessions. The leader of the
Opposition has hit that hon. member very
hard for the neglect he has shown of his
duties in the House. There have been
times when the hon. member has tried to
pose as man auihority ou finance, and it
hurts his feelings when he finds that
there are representatives here who have
the courage to attack him for his acqnies-
cence over some of the most disreputable
and despicable actions in the House, and
it is no wonder that the hon. member
feels——

The Attorney General: On a point of
order; is the member for Brown Hill in

order in referring to actions in this House

as disreputable and despicable?

The CHATRMAN: No hon. member is
in order in reflecting on the House or its
actions.

Mr. Scaddan: The Attorney General
does that repeatedly.

Mr, Jacoby: I do not mind, Mr. Chair-
man.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, BATH: Do I understand that the
Attorney General takes those remarks to
apply to himself?

The CHAIRMAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral eomplained about the hon. member’s
use of remarks which reflocted on the
House,

The \Attorney (General: I object to the
actions of this House being termed dis-
reputable and despicable.

Mr. BATH: I desive to know whether
the hon. gentleman has fitted those re-
marks to himself. It will enable me to
be clearer in my explanation.

The CHAIRMAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral has complained about the use of the
remarks, and I ask the hon. member to
withdraw them.

Mr. BATH: I am prepared to bow to
vour ruling, Mr, Chairman, as soon as I
know what the hon. member is complain-
ing of, and as to whether he applies those
remarks to himself.

The CHATRMAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral has pointed out that the hon. member
made use of remarks reflecting upon the
House, and I ask the hon. member to
withdraw them.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member is incor-
rect. I did not apply those remarks to
fhe House. No hon. member can ask for a
withdrawal unless he applies objeetion-
able remarks to himself. If the Attorney
General does that, if he fits the cap, I am
prepared to withdraw the remarks in def-
erence to vour ruling,

The Attorney General: The hon. mem-
ber spoke of disreputable and despicable
actions in the House this session.

Mr, BATII: T di@ not say “in the
House.”

The Attorney General:
the hon. member said so.

Mr. BATH: In order to make sure, if
I said “in this House” I will withdraw
those words, and if the hon. member goes
further and fits the remarks to himself
as he apparently has done, I will with-
draw them also.

The Attorney General: I did not apply
the remarks to myself in the slightest de-
gree; but if the hon. member intends to
apply them to me I shall also ask that le
be called upon to withdraw them.

Undoubtedly
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Mr. BATH: 1 have supplied the cap
and the hon. member has fittad it. After
fitting it, in deference to your ruling, Mr.
Chairmen, I withdraw. I am delighted to
know that the hon. gentleman has a con-
science. I was under the impression thai
it was altogether non-existent. I was
dealing with the hon. member for Swan,
who of course has always been as it were
a follower of the Attorney General, and
he in his regand for the Attormey General
aipparently followed his example in fiting
the remarks to himself.

Mr. Jacoby: I am not worrying about
what you said.

Mr. BATH: The hon. gentleman thas
worried a great deal because be got up
and tried to draw a red herring aeross
the track by talking about the time taken
up on the discussion of other subjects in
order to avoid the wepreach which the
leader of the Opposition uttered with re-
gard to members aequiescing in money
being voted praetically without the sane-
tion of the House. Undoubtedly that is
a practice which is altogether objection-
able, and T am glad to knzcw thab the
member for Swan was pricked

Mr. Jacoby: Not a bit.

Mr. BATH: And ibat in the futare we
shall find that hon. member a little more
ready to accept his fnll responsibility as
a member of this House, and exercise his
control over expenditure thus incurred.
Now in regard to other matters which
have been discussed and to whieh the hon.
member has referred, 1 may point out
that if that hon. member and others of
his associates demanded that Ministers
should aceept their full responsibilites to
Parliament some of these lengthy discus-
sions might be avoided, But when in disens-
sions in the House over questionable ad-
ministrative acts and neglect of duties we
find ihese hon. members silentily acquiese-
ing in such negleet it is only natural that
more discussion should be aroused than
might have snfficed if those members
were atfending to their duties. So far
as the question of temporary Supply is
concerned, to say anything in rezand to
it would be only reiterating what has
already been said in the House, namely,
that if Parhiament met at a reasonable
time in the year—1I have heard the mem-

(3
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ber for Swan wrge it when sitting on this
side of the House—if we met earlier in
the year and if the Estimates ware
brought down at a reasonable fime no
doubt the business of Parliament weuld
flow on smoothly, and each matier would
receive such discussion as its importanece
deserved. The business of the session is
compressed into the latter portion of the
year ond a congestion of business
brought about just prior to Christmas,
and it is to that faet that a great deal of
the trouble is dne I hope the membeor
for Swan, instead of trving to vun off into
side-tracks in order to cover up his own
negleet, will in future ask that we have
this eonsideration from Ministers, when
the will find his allegations of fruitless
daseussions no longer justified.

The PREMIER: 1 should be very
glad indeed to bave a wvote of the
House on every item of expenditure
before it was inecurred. but  hon.
members know that it is impossible,
There must be some period of the finaneial
vear when we cannot have the item voted
upon until we meet the House, and in the
meantitne we have to go on carrying out
the works already authorised and in pro-
gress. After all, a very small amount
indeed had been expended without the
authority of the House, that is without a
Supply Bill, and hon. members koow that
some years ago I adopted the method of
attaching o sheet to the Loan Fstimates
showing the estimated expenditure for the
eurrent year in ¢rder that hon., members
might know what works were being anti-
cipated through the Supply Bilis. As for
the bringing down of the Loan Estimates,
even the member for Guildford when a
Minister did not get his Loan Esklimates
passed until late in December, when nearly
six months’ expenditure had been incurred.

Mr. Joimson: We had an election that
vear.

The PREMIER: And we have had a
new (GGovernment this year.

Mr. Underwood: And we shall bave
another next year.

The PREMIER: T do not think so,
but we will let that pass. It must be re-
membered that awaiting the return of Sir
Newton Moore we had 2 month’s delay in
meeting the House, and subgequently a
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fortnight’s adjownment in order that I
might form a new administration. Even
then the Estimates were introduced
within a day or two of the earliest record
in the State.

Mr. Seaddan: They were two months
jater thap in 1909.

The PREMIER: Let me also point out
that there is no Parliament in the Com-
monwealth, nor in any part of the British
Empire, which does not pass Supplies
for a long way ahead. The Federal Par-
Jiament the other day actually passed
Supplies te carry onh even for two or
three months into the new finaneal year
after 30th June next. Why? To enable
some of the Ministers and members fo
o home io the Coronation ceremony.

Mr. Seaddan: Are yon not going?

The PREMIER : I have not thought of
it yet. However, I can inform hon. mem-
bers that I am just as anxious to have
the sanction of Parliament for every item
of espendilure as hon. members eould
wish me to he. They do eontrol expen-
diture, So far as the Loan Estimates are
coneerned they have already sanctioned
99 per cent. of the work.

Mr. Scaddan: Your Estimates did noi
coma down till the 25th Oetober.

The PREMIER: Well, that was not
so bad, considering all the delays. The
Consolidated Revenne also is pretty well
fixed, the great bulk of it having been
earmarked for salavies, Ten or fiffeen
per cent. would cover all the expenditure
from which Parliament might differ, so
it does mot amount to very mueh after
all when it is totted up.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the
adopted.

report

In Committee of Ways and Means.

On motion by the Premier, resolved,
“That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the services
of the year 1910-11 a sum not exceeding
£207,443 be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund of Western Aus-
tralia and from moneys to credit of the
General Loan Fund.”

Resolution reported, and
adopted.

the report

[ASSEMBLY.] T

Bill Introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing re-
solutions a Supply Bill was introduced
and passed through its remaimng stages
aitlnd transmitted to the Legislative Coun-
eil, i

BILL — KATANNING-SHANNON'S
SOAK RAILWAY.
Discharged.

Order of the Day for second reading
read.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, the Bill discharged.

BILL — DUMBLEYUNG-MOULYIN-
NING RAILWAY.
Discharged.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Another Bill having been provided to re-
place this he moved—

That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.

Mr, JOHNSON: This was an ex-
traordinary procedure, to discharge a
Bill for the construction of a rail-
way for the purpose of bringing in
another Bill. Xwvidently the other Bill
was to change the route.

The Premier: No, it is an extension.

Mr. Johnsaen: An explanation should
be given.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The change was due to the report
of the Railway Advisory Board,
which was not received when no-
tice was given of this Bill. The Wagin-
Dumbleyung Railway Esxteasion Bill, of
which notice was given lasi Tuesday,
covered the same direction with a differ-
ent distance. In this instanee und in the
instanee of the Katanning-Nampup Rail-
way Bill the substitution was based on
the report of the advisory board.

Question passed; the Bill discharged.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Permanent Reserves Rededication.

2. Land and Income Tax.
Trausmitted to the Legislative Couneil.
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BILL—LEEDERVILLE AND COTTES:
* LOE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES,
Third Reading Postponed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS

moved—
That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Mr. FOULKES : Did the Minister know
that the Minister for Mines had under-
taken to have certain amendments framed?

The Minister for Works: I have sent a
message to the Minister.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The mewber for Clare-
mont was not in the House when the Bill
passed through Commitiee.

Mr. FOULKES: Tt would be well to
postpone the Bill. He moved—

That the debate be adjourned.

The Premier: Postpone the Order of the
Day.

Mr. FOULKES moved—

That the Order be postponed.

Mr. SPEAKER : As the guestion “That
the Bill be now read a third time” was
not stated, the hon, member’s motion was
in order.

Mr. ANGWIN : This seemed an ununsunal
course. When on a receni oceasion it was
desired to have amendments moved on the
third reading there was considerzble ob-
jection, Who had suggested these amend-
ments?

The Minister for Mines: The member
for Claremont.

Mr. ANGWIN: They must have been
suggested since the Committee stage.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
that was the case, The loca! authorities
concerned had asked for amendments and
the member for Claremont had seen him
concerning thera, He had no objection
as long as the local aunthorities were satis-
fied.

Motion passed; the Order postponed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1910-11.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from 6th December, Mr. Tay-
lor in the Chair.
Department of Mines (Hon. H. Greg-
ory, Minister).
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Vote—alines Generally—L39427:

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
H. Gregory): It has been the rule each
session that, when dealing with the Esti-
mates of each department. there has heen
something in the natore of a seeond
reading speech from the Minister control-
ling the depariment before members gen-
erally deal with the Estimates of the de-
partment, and I propose following the
poliey that has been adopted here for
some years in offering to the Commitiee
some comments in regard to the industry
controlled by the Mines Department. No
doubt for some time past the industry has,
we cannot say, been in a state of despon-
deney, but we canmitot shut our eyes to the
faet that there has been vear after year
a reduction iu the value of owr output.

Mr. Scaddan: There have been a few
croakers like the Attorney (eneral last
night. That is the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I was
not aware there was any croaking last
night in regard to the industry, but the
hon. memberr could not shut his eyes to
the fact that, while one indusiry has been
standing, the other has made wonderful
growth. All would be pleased to see con-
siderable expansion in the mining industry,
but we all hope that our other indusiries
will expand even to a greater extent than
has bheen the ease in the past few years,
We have reason to be proud of the
wonderful expansion of the agricultural
industry, and I am suve the Minister for
Lands will do all he possibly can to settle
people on the land

Mr. Scaddan: That is no justifieation
for croaking,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
are not eroaling. To-day we will éry to
get on the other side of the fence to see
what the mining industry is. It will be
flonrishing many years after members here
cease to hold seats in this Chamber. The
country has hardly been prospected as yet.
Very little development work of any scope
hag been done outside the principle cen-
tres, but I am pleased that on some of
the outlying fields there bhas been more
attention paid recently with very excellent
resnlts. We know that since 1903 there
has been a reduction in the valte of the
output, but on the other hand there has
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been a large increase in the actual output
of ore. Although the value has shown a
decrease, yet year by year there has been a
large increase in the quantity of stone
treated. It is hardly necessary to quote
the figures, but the Mines Report shows
the inerease in tonnage and also the yearly
decrease in the value of the stone being
treated. Years ago it was thought that
one-ounce and two-ounce propositions
were absolutely essential for profitable
mining operations in this State, but we
have now come to the stage when low-
grade propositions can be treated with
profit to those who invest money in them,
and also with profit to the State. The
mineral output last year was valued at
£7,059,000, and the dividends paid am-
ounted to £1,359,000, leaving a halanee of
approximately £3,700,000. That is to say,
in eonnection with the mining industry of
Western Australia, if we deduet the divi-
dends paid from the actual output, it
leaves a cash surplus of £35,700,000; and
as the proportion of money spent outside
the State on explosives, machinery and
such like cannot be very large, the resnlt
is that we have through this industry
about 4%% to 434 millions directly retained
in the State, helping to build up every in-
dustry in the State. I do not think a
stronger argpument conld be raised to
urge upon any (Fovernment that might be
in power the necessity for using every legi-
timate means to build up this industry.
Besides the wages paid to the men directly
employed in the industry, about 18,000,
there are large numbers employed on the
various wood lines and in foundries which
are kept going by the indusiry, and em-
ployment is also given to mercantile peo-
ple and agents. The value of the industry
must appeal to every person, as also the
faet that it provides for the people inter-
ested in agrienltural, pastoral and other
industries the very best of markets that
ean he obtained, and that is a home mar-
ket. Further than that it is a great in-
‘ducement to immigration. I have heard
members say recenily in regard to the
Bolifinch find what an advertisement it is
to the country. T have heard it said that
undoubtedly a rieh find will bring more
population to the State than all the agents
and lecturers we may send throughont
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ihe various countries and no doubt there
is a lot of fruth in that.

Mr. Scaddan: But the Attorney Gen-
eral will not believe it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Attorney General does. He hopes he will
be able to settle around Northampton the
people whe will be induced to come to
Western Australia through the discovery
of the Bullfineh, When the Attorney
General has time to show the people what
fine land 'we have in the Northampton
distriet, extending night down to the
Phillips River, we shall be able perbaps
to keep more people here, and a great
many more will make homes for them-
selves in Western Anstralia in the agri-
cultural distriets, AL the present time,
as members know perfectly well, there
has heen an exodns of people from the
woldtields to take up land in the agricul-
iural areas, and I admire that spirit. I
have, when on the goldfields, pointed out
the advantages of this. Men are working
away from what may be a pleasant idnd
of life, and if they can see an oppor-
tunity of making a home for themselves
in the West, we should congratulate our-
selves that those who have borne the brunt
in the early days have been able to get
hold of something tangible, and to make
a bome for themselves here, The best
way to assist the mining industry is by
ithe eonstruction of railways, and by giv-
ing water supplies in arid distriets. There
are many subsidiary methods: for in-
stance, the battery system, and so on; but
the hest means in outhack distrists to
assist mining development is by the con-
struction of railways and giving waler
supplies. Light lines of railway should
be eonstructed giving communication to
the people, more especially in distriets
like Sandstone where timber is essential
to the safe working of the mines. Where
there is danger in connection with the
hanging walls, an enormous quantity of
timber has to be provided, and the con-
struetion of a raitway would do ten times
more good than if five times the amount
that the railway has eost was ex-
pended in other directions, I do not
think, as far as the Moore Administration,
or the present Administralion are con-
cerned anvone can say that in the slight-
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est degree we liave neglected the mining
industry. 1 have had a special map pre-
pared showing the railways, and the vari-
ous water supplies where State batteries
are ereeted, where there are assisted bat-
teries, various wells and dams which have
been sank: all this is shown on a speeial
map whieh [ think will be of great in-
terest ‘to goldfields menrhers. I want also
- to give on this map the varivns tracks
so that the map will be of great assistance
to prospectors.

My, Holman: It is ineomplete vet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t
only came into my hands within ithe last
few days, and I nvaut it to be absolntely
up to date, and that it eontains what I
want it to ghow. I will mention one in-
stance, the Randalls State battery was only
run by ithe department for a short time
and then we leased it. The return of the
value of gold from that battery is shown
only duning the time the State was run-
ning it. We ought to show the full ont-
put of the gold since the ereetion of the
plant. I want this map to be up to date
with all the water supplies and railways
wmarked on it, and T want to send it out
at the cheapest possible price. We have
followed the same lines in the book which
has been printed showing all abandomed
leases, and black and white maps issued
by the Geological Department showing
the various lines of reef which have been
worked in the abandoned mines. In that
way we give great assistanee to the pro-
spector. What T wish to peint out in re-
gard to railway communication is that
since the Moore Administration eame into
power we have constructed 373 miles of
railway din mining distriets, that is in-
eluding the Marble Bar line which at pre-
sent is not quite complete. The approxi-
mate cost has been £662,625. I think I
may say that the mining industry has re-
ceived even more thau its fair share of
railway construction when we look at the
agricoltaral lines which have been
built, On water supplies a large
amount of money has been expended in
various distriets, and T want members to
understand this. Time after time you
hear Opposition members say in eonnee-
tion with loan funds that no loan money
shaould be expended unless it is direetly
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reproduetive. L have to spend, if T am
to carry on the policy of development
which I am doing, money from loan
funds for water supplies in arid distriels.
We have not the money from revenue for
the purpose of doing this work, and I have
had to spend large sums of money indeed
in work which caunot be eonsidered at all
reproduective, bn{ the result is undoubted.
The finding ot a water supply in an arid
distriet '‘must be of advanatage to the
State, and sabsequently to the pastoral
industry, when people have knowledge
where water can be obtained it must be
of great assislauce to the Stale. Althouzh
this work is not directly reproductive, it
nmight be. Such work s nol reproduc-
tive in the sense of being able to return
interest on the ouilay. We want fo carry
on this work, and I iwpe when members
ave diseussing Bills in 1he furure they
will recognise that by the Mines Depart-
ment large sums of money are expanded
from loan fund on works which arve of
value to the State, but which do not re-
{urn interest on the 1money expended. We
have many nvater supplies refurning good
intevest. In the Menzies distriet a large
sum of money has been expended withont
which work wounld net have been earried
on in that distriet to-day. Norseman is
entirely dependent on the Government for
its water supply. There we have a scheme
that if it is not paying sinking fund it
will pay a fair proportion of the interest.
Members will see by the mining report
that we have various large schemes of
water supplies. and we have in some cases
paid the interest and the sinking fund.
At places like Menzies, Norseman, Davy-
hurst, Meekatharra. Leonora, and Jourdie
Hills there are water supplies which are
revenue producing. but outside those
places all money expended on this class
of work ecannot be rousidered retuming
interest. We have construeted dams
thooughont the back country of a holding
eapacity of 182 million gallons. The
number of wells or waterving stations
which we have under our eontrol number
1,300. That shows the enormons nnm-
ber of wells that have been sonstrneted
thronghont the baek country to assist the
prospector.  Ouistde of railways and
water supplies we have the battery sys-
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tem, Of econrse arguments can be raised
both for and agdinst the system as to its
ultimate vilue to the State, but at the
present time there ave 37 plants erected,

the iatest having been put up at Messen-

ger’s Patoh, Mount Sir Samnuel, and Maxr-
ble Bar. These plants have produeed
gold to the valne of no less than
£3,342,000. Sinee the installation of
the State battery system +we have
helped in the production of gold by
providing treatment plants which have
produced over three and a quarter
million pounds’ worth of gold
They bave not only helped to open up
distriels suel as the Black Range and
Meekatharra and other places, bat they
have helped i keeping a community to-
cether that would have been deserted
long ago.” While we can keep these peo-
ple in a distriet therve is always a possi-
bility, while people are developing, of
opening uwp a big mine where there
would be employment for hundreds of
people, and which would be of immense
value to the Stale. At the present time
I am making inquiries in regard fo a
new plant which, according to the re-
ports, will give ns very effective work.
At the present time a new distriet is
being opened up at Egerton. This is a
distriet far back from Peak Hill, almost
outside of civilisation, and a large 'num-
her of working men are there. There
woild be no warrant for the erection
of a £5,000 battery there, but the eree-
tion of a mill of this deseription might
be done for thiz place. Particulars of
this mill have beeu sent to me by Mr.
A. E. Thomas, who was formerly a mem-
ber of this House, and he points out that
these mills nve superseding the hatteries
in Cornwall. .\ statement as io these
plants hos been sent to me, and T am
inquiring to see whether the statements
ave corrveet. Tt is called the Holman
Poeumatie Ore (rushing Plant, These
mills can he easily removed from one
distriet to another. T am having in-
quiries made, and if the engineers will
not recommend them to us, at any rate
I intend to get one or two to see if they
will be of benefit to us. because they
are comsirueted of o light kind of mater-
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ial, and ean be sent to a distriet cheaply.
If it turns out that a distriet is no good,
then the mill can be sent to another
place. The price is low, and these plants
may assist in the building up of a
district. Besides State baiteries we
have assisted batteries and subsidised
baiteries. When any assistauce is given
by the depariment for a water supply,
or for the purposes of a plant, we insist
on eertain eonditions as o publie erush-
ing. (ienevally the ceonditions are that
for ten days each month the owner shall
erush for the public at a price tu he
approved of by the department. Ry
that means we are enabled to zet many
assisted batteries {o erush for the publie,
and in this way help in opening up new
distriets. I may incidentally menfiom
ibat eight or nine monlhs ago we gzave
assistance in the ercelion of a plant at
Jacolletti, 24 niiles north-east of South-
ern Cross, and also at Golden Gully, not
many miles From Bullfinch, and now the
Bullfinch distriet has again become pop-
ular this plant will enable the people
to erush their stone. and it munst be an
inducement for people to go into the old
locality for the purpose of prospecting.
To the south of Southern Cross we gave
assistanee to the people in providing a
water supply and by helping private
people to get a crushing plant installed
there. That plant has been instrumental
in opening up that well-known and fairly
rieh country which is now being worked
from Jacolletti towards Cheriton. The
Muarvel Loeh was proved through the in-
strumentality of that plant. as well as
the Never Never, the Great Vietoria, and
those mines further down. By giving this
cheap assistance to these people we have
undoubtedly opened up a distriet which
has proved of exceedingly great value to
the State. The same applies to Ora
Banda, where no State erushing plant
has been erected, but where we subsi-
dised private enterprise, with the result
that that important distriet. oo, 1s
being opened up. 1 way mention that
many applications are made to the de-
partment for assistance in the ereetion
of erushing plants, and we have always
been only teo willing to grant half the
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Decessary eost subject to the approval of
the vesponsible officers of the depart-
ment. It would often be of far greater
advantage to the wmwine owners them-
selves. if, instead of having a State bat-
tery in the distriet, they were assisted
to establish a battery on their own mine,
for too often we find that the fnll value
of a good mine is lost to the owner
throngh the great expense of carting.
For the purpose of having eceonomical
mining it is essential that so far as is
possible the mine owner should be able
to equip his show, not only with a water
supply, but also with a small mill, and I

am coofident that if that poliey is
adopted more largely in the fufure
we will find that more  mine-
owners will be able to make
a suecess of these mines. A good

deal of assistanee had also been given in
diamond drilling, but the prineipal as-
sistanee had been in the erection of State
batteries, the subsidising of ecrushing
planis, and the lending of money for the
purpose of putting plants on likely mines.
Recently a large number of reports have
been coming into the department i con-
nection with new discoveries, and through-
out nearly the whole of Western Aunstralia
there is undoubtedly great aetivity in this
industry. I was pleased to hear the mem-
ber for Collie quotinyg statisties in vegard
to the largely inereased ouniput of coal
from that district, and the great hold

obtained on the bunkering trade.
We were doubtful at the time of
the Newcastle strike, when the de-

mand arese for Collie coal, whether
our collieries would be able to retain the
bunkering trade; but although there was
undoubtedly strong feeling against the
eoal, so soon as the public started to use
it, it was placed beyond donbt that the
trade was going to develop, and T am
satisfied that the bunkering trade now is
infinitesimal compared with what it will
he in the future, Undoubtedly, Ceollie will
maintain a large popuolation. At Meeka-
tharra the developments at depth have
proved the richness and consistency
of the lodes in that distriet, and
the new discovery at Garden Gully
indicates that we have other lodes
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of remarkable richness, lodes whick
I am sure only require their conditions to-
be fuily published to imduce ecapitalists
to give them attention. Tn regard to Mt.
Fgerton a report by the Government Geo-
logist has been published, and it is not
necessary for me to say much other than
ihis, that if those prospeetors in that dis-
trict will eontinwe their work and show
by development that they are in earnest,
the department, failing ontside assistauce
coming to them, will be only too pleased
to send along a small mill in order to lelp
them to build up that place. From further
north we have had reports of good dis-
coveries, and from Roebourne recently we
have recgived remarkably good specimens
of copper from a place 34 miles sonth «f
that eentre. The whole of thal country,
from Bangemall to the north of Iine-
bourne, wants prospeeting, We have seen
splendid specimens of copper and silver
ore, and if we give assistance to these
outback places we will, I believe, be able
to open up a number of remarkably good
deposits of the baser metals. The railway
to Marble Bar must give a lot of assist-
ance to that distriet, The distriet has
many difficulties to contend with, There
is no mining timber and very liltle fuel,
and generally the conditions of mining ure
so exceedingly difficult withoul a railway
that one cannot blame the place for not
having shown greater expansion up to the
present; but I am satisfied that when the
railwayv is completed, a large number of
people rust ge inte thal econntry and de-
velop its known wealth. Tt is rich 1n tin,
and anyone travelling through the coun-
try can see the large outerops of stanni-
ferous lodes extending for many miles.
I was advised by a mining manager
some time ago that in Queensiand they
are doing profitable werk with 2% per
cent. tin ore. There is no doubt that muach
ligher prade ore than 5 and 6 per cent.
exists throughont the Pilbara comntry, -

Mr. Holman: Are vou going to send a
genlogist to the new tin field?

The MINTSTER TFOR MINES: Not
yet. T will refer to vur intentions regard-
ing the geologists later. TUndoubtedly, tin
mining in the Pilbara distriet must show
great activity after the complelion of that
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line.
many lodes containing gold, and taking
- things all round, I anticipate a bright
future, though nothing in the way of a
boom for that distriet, which we will see
carrying a large population. 1n the Coe
district the recent development in the Fin-
@all shows that the lodes do carry values
to great depth, but outside that instance I
am sorry to say the distriet is not keeping
up to its old standard. Mt. Magnet is
showing zeod results, and se is Yalgoo.
From Sandstune T have good reports, and
other reports from Youanme speak of a
very large auriferous avea there, an area
extending 30 or 40 miles. I am hopetul
of seeing a very large population around
and south of that centre, On tfie Fastern
Goldfields, althongh at Gwalia and Murrin
there have heen good developments (Lere
has not heen that progress whichk one
would like to wee, We recently had a
report of a vieh development at Burtville
at depth, and at the Ida H. mine at Laver-
toir the prospeets were also good, whilst
at Laucefield the deposits seemed to be
continuing down, All that is required is
a little more faith in the country and these
old distriets will come to the fore again.
During the last few davs I lave had a
trip to the Ora Banda field. For many
veurs work was carried on there, but until
recently the results were not very saiis-
factory. T went down one shaft and saw
a lode which, although only seme 18
inehes to (wo feet in width, was of ex-
ceedingly high value. We took {liree euts,
giving us a fair sample of the face, and
the assay value was 36 ounces to the ton.
The main feaiure of the fields are the en-
ormmous lodes. 30, 60, and 70 feet wide,
earrying values of 8s. and 9s. per ton. 1t
is country that is very easily worked and
has plenty of timber, and the cost of
erushing at the Siberia five-head battery.
to which the people cart their ore, is only
3. 9d. per (on. Members will see that
in that district the very large low-urade
deposits will be profitably worked when
the district is siven a complete water
supply, which it has not at the present
time. At Siberia there have heen most
astonishing vields from time to time, and
that distriet is also rieh in enormons low-

1t is well known, too, that there are
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grade deposits. The old Premier mine at
Runanalling also shows very good de-
velopment, whilst Norseman is solid and
well contained. The Kalgoorlie tield seems
to be holding its own, but the mine which
rivets attention at the present Hime is that
recently discovered by Mr. Duvolette. the
Bulltinch, The ore treated from that mine
to date is 433 tons for a return of ap-
proximately €20,000. In that distriet 619
lenses, covering an avea of 13,042 acres
have been applied Lor, and that shows the
attention which has heen attracted to the
district by the Bullfinch discovery, The
recent developments on the Corinthian
and (orinthian North mines elose to the
Bullfineh bhave been highly satisfactory,
aml 1 de not think that there ix the
slizzhtest doubt about the futnre of that
distriet. There is a report publizhed this
morning by oue of our officers, who has
seen specimens brought down from a place
two miles south of the old battery at Mt.
Jackson and half a mile west of the main
vroad, Very rich specimens bave been
found, and the gold has been traced along
a line of reef of not less than 60 chains.
Our inspector saw these specunens and
stated that they were exceedingly rieh,
and that shows that the old distriet of Mt.
Jackson bhas good prospects indeed.
Another find has been reported from a
place 10 miles north-east of Mt. Jaeksou,
Only floaters have been obtained, but Lhey
are wonderfully rich, and the adjacent
vuterop, on which no work bas been done,
has been found to extend for a very great
length. That all gues to show the un-
doubted possibilities that exist 1n connee-
tion with that field. 8o far as the Mines
Department is concerned I have instructed
the Geologieal Depariment to devote all
attention to this field at the present time.
T hope shortly to have a large increase in
the staff and to be able to distribute the
officers abont the State more. The Gox-
ernment Ceonlogist, Mr. Woodward, las
examined the countrv south tu Jacoletti,
and from Southern Cross 1o Bull-
finch, and hopes to now give at-
tention to the eounfry to the north
from Southern Cross to Sandstone.
The water supply branch are making
every endeavour alse to open up that large
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area extending from Mulline to Field's
Find, and north of Southern Cross to
Sandstone. The No. 1 party has just fin-
ished putting water stations in good order
on the track from Siberia to Southern
Cross. This party is now opening up a
track and making water stations between
Koolyanobbing and Maningu, through
<ountry which is now a blank on the map.
The No. 2 party is making a through
track and water stations between (tlasses
Well and Dooling. The latter place is
one of our water stations on Pigeon Rock,
Ularring Road. This work is through
new eountry. The No. 3 party has jusi
finished improving the old tanks at Bal-
adgie, and Barcooting, west of Southern
Cross-Golden Valley road. This party is
now starting the construction of a tank
at Golden Valley, the tank to be 50,000
gallons, roofed and lined for domestie
water. The No. 4 party has just retorned
after coustructing a track and water
station between Mulline and Youanme
with connecting track to the rabbit-proof
fence. The length of track with water
supply at intervals is 300 miles. ‘The
number of watering stations is 36, made
up of 13 shallow wells, 2 bore wells, and
21 rock holes, eovered. This party is
now working South and South-West of
Southern Cross, improving old and neg-
lected tanks and rock-holes and making
new ones where neeessary between South-
eru Cross and Ravensthorpe. The No, 5
party is engaged in the construction of a
tank (lined and roofed, 40,000 galions)
at Parker’s Range. The No. 6 party is
improving the eatehment of Nevoria tank.
The No. 7 party is working over that area
helween Golden Valley and Mt Jaekson,
and 12 miles east and west of the road,
improving existing water stations and
making new oneg where possible. This
party is to keep in touch with the Govern-
ment Geologist if that can be done. A
large number of prospeetors have eome
into the new country and we wani to do
all we can fo keep them there. A big
portion of that area is auriferous and now
that a great ineentive has been gmiven to
prospecting we want to give it all the at-
tention we can. As far as the Geological
Department is éoncerned T have received
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the approval of the Government to make
additions to our staff, with a view, not
only of making independent surveys in
new mining areas, but with the view of
trying to connect up all the mining cen-
tres. There has heen the desire that the
Government shonld have a geological and
prospecting party combined, and that we
should semd them wout into the new coun-
try east of Laverton and north of Wiluna
to areas which have not been prospected,
with a view of seeing whether new dis-
coveries eould be made. I have refnsed
to eomeur in that proposition because I
believe we can do far more good by trying
to conneet up that country which is fairly
well surronnded at the present {ime by the
railway system, and giving the fallest
possible information about it, and in this
way to help to build up many of these
districts which at the present time are
semi-abandoned. There is no doubt that
many proposiions which were worked
years ago will again be worked in the near
future. On my last trip out I went to see
the Lady Evelyn mine, which was origin-
ally taken up by an English eompany and
then abandoned after a time, This mine
is now owned by a man named Judd who
bas erected on it a five head mill and a
sleam engine and pumping plant, and of
ecourse a water shaft some distance away.
He has something like 80,000 tons of ore
in sight and some of it is of a very high
arade. This mine was abandoned after
a good deal of English capital had been
spent on it and it was taken up by Mr.
Judd and now promises to turn out very
well. There are many other mines of a
similar kind whieh must in time be again
worked, and I propose to devote the whole
of the geologieal staff to the eountry which
lias been prospected and which we know
something of, rather than sending them
out into the back eountry with a view to
finding new auriferous districts., 1 think
we shall get better rvesults nearer home.
The School of Mines is progressing well,
and in eonneetion with this institution
there is one thing that I would like to
mention and that is that they are always
prepared there to conduct assays Ffor
prospectors, L.ast year a considerable
number of free anssavs were made, and it
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is as well that prospectors in the baek
eountry shonld know that the school will
be only ioo pleased to make assays for
them. T had proposed to introduce new
legislation dealing with the industry, but
owing to the amount of time which some
of our Bills bave taken up I am afraid
that it will not be possible to ecarry out
my iniention this year. What I proposed
doing was to submit a small measure
which would give me power to inspect
gold mines, and to be able to go on any
mine and take away samples and to have
the samples assayed and a return pre-
pared by the Mining Engineer, and then
if we thought fit, to make that informa-
tion publie.

Mr. Seaddan: Why do vou not do so;
vou have been [alking abont it for years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
been tatking for two years about intro-
ducing a new Mining Bill, and T would
like the hon. member to help me in the
direction of introducing this legislation.

Mr. Scaddan: We want vou to do it.

Mr. A, A, Wilson: A short measure
will be sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : At
the present time I have power to inspeet
mines, hut I have not the power to take
samples,

Mr. UCollier:  You have not availed
yourseli of the offer to inspect the Chaf-
finch.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have no desire to be mixed up in the Chaf-
finch business. I can assure hon. members
though, that if T did bave the power to
enter on a mine and take samples, I
would use the power with discretion. A
scandal may arise at any time and I would
not like to put myself in a position that
it would not be easy to get out of.

Mr. Heitmann: ~ The Mines Depart-
ment should not inspect the Chaffinch. I
think they were quite right theve. I like
the idea of benrs and seonndrels asking
for inspection,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: From
what T ean understand about the Chaf-
finch there is merely a pot-hole there and
at the time of my visit, a month ago, it
wag only three or four feet deep, and in
thi= they may have found a leader. This
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is the kind of thing, however, that I have
no desire to be mixed up in. The depart-
ment should have the power to inspeet
and enter on mining properties. There
is another magter to which I desire to ve-
fer. It will be remembered that in our
mining laws leases are given for a term
of 21 years with the right of renewal for
a further term subjeet to such conditions
as the Government may impose at the
time of the renewal. Many of the big min-
ing ecompanies bave got leases where the
development is three and four years ahead
of the battery. Hon. members will know
from the reports of the Great Boulder and
Ivanhoe mines that that is the ease there,
and their leases will expire in about four
vears time. We want power to renew these
leages five years ahead of the time of the
renewal date. That power was contained
in the old Act but was not put in the new
Act. In New South Wales they have that
power and renewal can be granted by the
Minister. It would be improper to allow
a sorrender and the taking up of the lease
under the same eonditions, [ think if that
were done it would be doing something
which Parliament would not sanction, I
desire also that there should be legislation
with regard to treatment plants. If hon.
members gave me an assurance that these
matters wonld be dealt with in a Teason-
able time I wonld be only too pleased to
bring down a Bill for the purpose of get-
ting these matters passed into law this
vear, but if there should be anything in
the nature of solid opposition, there would
not be much chance.

Mr, Walker: How can we tell until we
know what you are going to bring in?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Hon.
members do not agree with me on the
question of security of tenure, and I
wonld not ask the House at this stage to
consider sueh a question as that. There
are, however, small matters which hon.
members opposite might agree with me
about, and it might be possible to intro-
duce legislation and pass it immediately
to meet these requirements.

Mr, Heitmann: If T thought it was ne-
cessary I would bring it in in spite of the
opposition.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I just
wanted to mention those matters. As far
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as minmg generally in the State is eon-
cerned ‘we ean say now that it is on the up
grade, and that we have a bright future
before us and that the present condition
of the industry will bring people here and
will be responsible for the investment of
& large amount of eapital, which will
mean the employment of a great amount
of labour and generally must do good not
only to the mining industry but to the
whole of the State. I desire to vefer
briefly to the appointment of Dr, Cump-
ston, as a commissioner to prepare a Tre-
port in eonneetion with fibrosis in our
mines, The Premier explained the other
night that wutil Dr. Cumpston returned
from the KEastern States and submitted
a further report, it would be impossible to
do anything in the direction of appoint-

ing the larger eommission which will have -

fo be composed of men who have mining
knowledge. No delay will take place
in oconnection with the appointment
of that commission, but I hope that
it will afterwards be found that the
Government nvill be able to do
something in the right direction for
the purpose of looking after those per-
sons, attacked not only with fibrosis, but
with consumption, When one reads of the
great work which is being done in Europe
and Ameriea where workers and eorpora-
tions and others have subseribed large
sums of money for the purpose of look-
ing after the sufferers, T think it behoves
not omly the State, but the public them-
selves, to do something in conneetion with
the matter. [ would like to mention that
T have just received a voluminous report
fram Mr. Maon in conection with the
effeat of explosives and fumes in mines,
That report will be published as speedily
as possible. It will be a basis upon which
the commission dealing with fbrosis will
work. In this matter we ave working in
conjunetion with the Transvaal people,
and the investigations which Mr, Mann
has been making will henefit the State:

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. Holman called attention to the state
of the Honse,

Bells rung, and a quorum formed,
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Mr. HOLMAXN: It was a matter for
regret that during the time'the M’.l.tuSter'
for Mines had been discussing the
Estimates, dealing with the most mlport-
ant industry in the State, only three mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
had had ihe eourtesy to listen to the Min-
ister’s remarks; and it was the more re-
erettable wlen we remembered that this
indifference was displayed whenever any-
thing in couneetion with the mining in-
dustry was being discussed. Time after
time the Opposition were called npon to
keep a House, only to find that after hav-
ing heard the discussion, when it eame to
voting they were bludgeoned out by mem-
bers who had not listened to the debate.

Mr. Monger: “Bludgeoned” is a worthy
word.

Mr. HOLMAN : Perlaps the one excep-
tion on the Ministerial side was the mem-
ber for Katanning, of whom it could be
said he almost invariably followed the de-
bates. The question of mining should not
be used for party purposes, and it could
not be said of the members of the Opposi-
tion that they had ever attempted to put
this question to any such purpose. In
respect to the mining industry all that the
members of the Opposition desired was
that it should be encouraged. Only re-
cently the industry had fallen back intv a
condition that served to alarm many who
had its interests at heart. There had been &
falling-off in the gold yield from eight
million pounds’ worth per annum to séme-
ihing less than six million pounds’ worth
per annum, or a veduetion of approxi-
wately £2,500,000 worth per annum. That
represented a serions position. and we
shounld endeavour to discover the cause of
it.

Mr. Bateher: T think T know it.

Myr. HOLMAN: Like the member for
Gaseoyne, he had his own opivien with
respect to 1t, and no doubt the Minister
antertained an opinion also. He (Me.
Holman) was satisfied that the chief
canse was the fact that we had in West-
ern Anstralia thonsands of acres of gold-
bearing land locked up under exemptions
and coneentralions. When, vears .ago,
the present Minister for Mines was ad-
ministering the Mines Departmeni het- -
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ter than he did to-day, when the Minis-
ter was showing consideration for pros-
pectors and small mining parties, then
the gold produetion had kept on stead-
ily inereasing; but since that poliey had
heen allered, since the miding ecompanies
could get exemption year after year
without deing a day’s work, the yield
had steadily fallen oif, Another contri-
buting factor was to be found in the
cirewmstance that the prospectors were
not treated with the same econsideration
as was meted ont lo the owners of big
mining properties. During the last six
or seven years—because the Minister’s
policy had changed priev to the advent
of the FLabour Government—praectieally
the whole admivistration of the outside

work of the Mines Department Liad been .

placed in the hands of the Chamber of
Mines. In the anunal report for 1903
of that institution it had heen stated that
the Minister was praetically ecarrying
ont the policy of the Chamber of Mines.

The Minister for Mines: Did they say
1 earrvied out their poliey or their sug-
gestion?

Mr. HOLMAN: The report had statea
the Minister was earrying out both the
suggestions and the poliey of the Cham-
ber of Mines. In 1903, after the advent
of the Rason Ministry, the Chamber of
Mines had vemarked that previous te
the defeat of the James Government the
Minister for Mines had practically
adopted their recommendations, and as
far as possible put them into effect. A
later report of the Chamber of Mines
had stated thai since the Minister had
resumed the position at the head of the
Mines Department he was taking up the
threads where he had dropped them, and
was going to push on with the carryving
out of the suggestions made by the Cham-
ber of Mines. Since that time there had
been a remarkable falling-off in the gold
yield; we had seen the prospectors re-
fused monetary assistance, driven off
leases, and even driven out of the State.
He did not mean to say all prospectors
were refused assistance. On many oceca-
sions they were treated fairly liberally
and had done good work in some in-
stanees: but unfortunately the greatest
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assistance was given in wrong channels
to so-called prospeectors, with the resmlf
that many prospeciors were driven from
the State. Assistance was given o some
who were not worthy of consideration
at all. The Minister said the policy of
the present Government was to constroet
railways to mining districts, but the only
railways pushed forward with any ex-
pedition for mining distriets were the
vailway to Phillips River and the rail-
way now being pushed out to Bullfinch.
Both these proposals he opposed, not that
he thonght the distrieis were not entitled
to railway communication, but because
lie believed the lines were to assist spee-
ulators who were given teo much oconsid-
eration altogether.

The Minister for Mines: You might
have stated that when your Cabinet
dealt with the Phillips River line.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was not the first
time the Minister had to be contradicted
on that point, The matter was dealt
with by the Labour Government fully a
month after he {Mr. Holman) left office.
The poliey of the present Government
in regard te railways was not pushing
enough exeept in regard to these two
railways. which were not warranted.. The
Minister for Mines when advocating the
Phillips River railway stated that within
three or four years the population of the
Phillips River district would be 24,000
people, and that the output of the dis-
trict wounld go up by leaps and bounds.
The Minister’s predietion had by no
means been fulfilled. It was regrettable.
The opposition to the line was on ac-
count of the system adopted in promising
the railway. The promise of the line and
the burry shown tended towards booming
the Phillips River properiies to an enor-
mous extent.

The Minister for Mines: There was no
haste.

Mr. HOLMAN: Promise was given to
Mr. Kaufmann to build the line and that
gentleman made unse of the promise in
floating his properties. The flotation
was carried out practically on the pro-
mige the Government had made,

The Minister for Mines (in explana-
tion): When the company asked if
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they could construct a railway by private
enierprise, be told ithem it was the duty
of the Government to bunild the line and
that he wonld recommend Cabinet to that
effect. but he also stated thai if the Gov-
ernmeni would not do it he wonld prefer,
in order to have a line, that private en-
terprise should undertake the work, It
was some weeks afterwards that the Gov-
ernment: announeed their intention to
build it. The recommendation first eame
from the preceding Labour Minister.

Mr. HOLMAN : There was no desire to
make any statement to induee people lo
believe that something occurred that Jid
not ocenr. Mr. Kanfmann in floating his
companies stated definitely the railway
was promised by the Governmeni, and
that fact was used in the flotation of ihe
properties. Mr. Rason was then Pre-
mier and the present Minister was Min-
ister for Mines. It certainly indnced
people in England to invest money in the
propositions, and the value of the shares
was boosted up to £1,250,000. The
shares were not quoted now, but the value
was abont £200,000, showing a reduction
in the market price of one million pounds
doring the period. What he (Mr. Hol-
man) had stated at the time 1the proposi-
tion was before the House had been
proved. The fact gave him no pleasure.
He wonld rather the Minister's predie-
tions had proved correct, because the ad-
vent of a large population in that district
must improve the prosperity of the coun-
try. The only other rnilway pushed on
by the Government was the railway 1o
Bullfinch. Before any report was re-
ceived from that part of the State out-
side private reports, before there was any
time to consider the matter, before we
knew there was a mine in the distriet
ontside one show, this railway was
pushed through to assist in the flotation
of a large number of “wild eats” and
properties that would prove to be use-
less; and before even the railway was
mentioned in the Honse the Govermment
were removing the sleepers and rails from
the Merredin-Kununoppin seetion of the
Dowerin-Merredin line and taking them
to the Bullfineh, where a railway was aol
reqnired o urgently as in the other dis-
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triet, All the men . exve taken away from
the Merredin-Kununoppin seetion by the
Works Department and placed on the
Bullfuch section. That was unfair and
would do harm to seores of setttlers who
had wmade arrangements for next year’s
harvest. Expeeting their railway to te
huilt, they had ordered their seed wheat
and manure, and would now have to un-
dergo a heavy loss for the sake of assisi-
ing boomsters at Bullfinch. The Govern-
ment talked about the great assistance
they gave to the agrieultnral industry,
but here a large number of settlers were
being injured. Twenty miles of cartage
fo Bullfineh would not hurt for a time,
but thirty miles of cartage in an agrieul-
tural district was a severe Imposition
upon the peuple now deprived of their
railway. The people in this loeality thad
cleared their land in a hurry aud involved
themselves in an expense thinking that
they would get a return next year, but
now the sleepers and fastenings and evdn
the men were being taken from the ee-
tion of the railway they expected and
transferred to Bullfineh. In regard lo
the poliey of poshing out railways io
mining centres, there were places like
Peak Hill, Lawlers and Wiluna, well es-
tablished distriets with big possibilities
and low-grade lodes, that bad no prospect
of getting railways for many years io
come. There was the Ora Banda group
in the Minister’s electorate more promis-
ing than the Corinthian and others in that
neighbourhood. The returns from Ora
Banda for many months were very pro-
mising. Aceording to the Minister it only
cost 3s. 8d. for treating the ore there, but
owing {o the maladminislration of the
Mines Department these prospeetors had
to cart their ore long distances to have
il treated. 1f the Minister had not given
a mooncpoly of the water supply there to
Freedman and Johnson, and had he put
up a Slale battery instead of assisting
the baitery of 1Preedman and Johnson, it
wonld have been better assistance to the
prospectors, and Ora Banda would have
heen opened up years ago. The peaple
there had never had a chance. There
were no betler prospeets in any other
part of the State than in the belf of coun-
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try through Siberia and Waverley. Why
did Freedman and Johnson have this
monopoly? Why did they get more as-
sistanee than others could get? Certainly
there was dissatisfaction at the treatment

at Government batteries, but it was
nothing to the dissatisfaction at (le
treatmeni at assisted batteries. It was

to be hoped that the policy of assisting
batteries would be decreased and the sys-
tem of Government batteries enlarged,
It tuok some years to gel a rvailway io
Sandstone, and the same counld be said of
the Meekatharra railway, The prodoe-
tion of Meekatharia and the distriets sur-
rounding more than warranted the bunild-
ing of a railway years hefore the line
was built. We had to fizht motions
through the House; we had several depu-
tations and we had to get the late Pre-
mier (Sir Newton Moore) to visit the
district. We had to fight the matter vear
after year until ultimately the railway
was constructed, and the Minister would
admit that the construction of fthe rail-
way had done a lot of good and would
still do a lot of good. A rallway to
Lawlers would assist such places as
Darlot, and farther on, and a railway to
Wiluna where we had some of the biggest
lodes in the State, and where the treat-
ment of ore was very diffienlt, retarding
the place somewhat, snch a railway would
do a lot of good. It was most essential
to have a good supply of mining timber.
After the first expense of geiting machi-
nery was overcome, then the big trouble
was mining timber. In all the centres he
had mentioned—about Peak Hill, Lawlers,
Wiluna, and Sandstone—there was no
mining tinber, bul at Bullfinch there was
a sufficient supply of mining timber to
last for years; therefore he maintained
the pushing forward of the railway to
Builfineh in the way that was done was
not al all warranted. As to water supply,
attention had been paid in several dis-
triets to (his matter, bul everything had
not heen done that should be done. At
Ora Banda there was practieally no water
supply and many other places were in
exacfly the same position: still on other
oecasions the Mines Department had heen
very quiek in granting supplies. The
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Minister had pointed with a degree of
pride to the map he was having printed,
showing the railway lines, the different
roads and batleries and water supplies
thal he was opening up on Lhe various
gsoldfields of the Stale. That system was
a very good one. When the map was
published showing the water supplies and
thie roads il would assist the prospectors
to a fair extent and save a great deal of
tiune rendering it unnecessary for pros-
pectors io be continually oo the look-out
for waler. They would know, if their
waler supplies ran out, where to get more.
8o far as publie batleries were eoncerned,
as the Minister had stated, these had done
a greal deal for the mining industry and
he was salisfied that if it were not for the
State hattery sysiem, the mining industry
would have been in a much more deplor-
able position than il was lov-day.

Mr. Underwood: [n a less prosperous
condition.

M HOLMAN: JTu a less prosperous
position, and, he believed, in a deplorable
condition.  Oppoertunities had noi been
ziven to open up several prosperous cen-
tres. So far as the Minister's remarks
on the industry being in its ineception were
coneerned, he (Mr. Holman) agreed with
them. There were vast areas in West-
ern Australia which had not been touched.
Varions areas had been skimmed over, the
piek being simply stuck in the ground.
The prospector in the early days passed
on to more alluring fields. There was a
time coming when many old mines would
turn out good, not to the same extent as
the Bullfinch had done, but to nearly that
extent. Many properties would be opened
up, not as nich as the Bullfineh, but they
wonld give an equal return with that mine
in the long run. The Minister spoke of
a hattery to which he intended to give a
trial. If we c¢ould get some system of
erashing in Western Aunstralia which
would lessen the eost and give the same
extraction it would be better for the in-
dustry.

The Minister for Mines: Tt was easily
transported.

Mr. HOLMAN: The fact that this bat-
tery was easily transported was one of
the reasons why it shon!d be introdnced
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in this State. There were many mining
centres which were being copened up, and
we could ‘transport these crushing facili-
ties and allow the distriets to be opened
up in this way, or, if the district proved
o good, the battery could be taken fur-
ther on and the prospectors could go to
other -places. It would eost only a small
amount to send the battery to another
plaee if one centre did not turn out to be
a suecess. He advocated that the State
shonld spend inore money in testing new
imtmoduetions towards gold saving and
cheaper working in eonneotion with the
mining industry. He trusted the depari-
ment would test any new machine put for-
ward. Take the gas producer plants, When
he (Mr. Holman) first spoke abont these
piants in the House he was laughed at
Dby members and ridieuvled by the Press,
but the Minister wonld admit that al-
though he {Mr. Holman) was the fiest to
mention these plants in the House, they
were doing much towards improving the
industry. If any machine conld be in-
troduced which wounld lessen the cost of
treatment on mines it would de a great
deal o assist in the development of min-
ing. A new baitery was being tested at
Cue at the-present ime. It was to treat
ore at a small cost. He was glad the
Minister was assisting to give the ma-
chine a trial and he hoped it would prove
a suecess. As to the latest discoveries,
we had bhad some splendid centres opened
up lately and, with the prospectors pget-
ting out into the countiry as they were
now, on account of the disecoveries which
had been made reecently, it should do a
great deal of good for the State, and the
Minister should encourage them all he
conld. There was one maiter wlneh he
wished to call attention to, that was the
action of the Taxation Deapartment in re-
gard to miners, This matter had heen
brought forward the other evening when
the Minister had promised to look into
the question and rveetify any injustice if
he could do so, and he was glad the Min-
ister had promised to amend the ingome
assessment if the matter conld not be
rectified otherwise. The taxation on the
small mines was an injustice when these
mines were doing a great deal of good to
the State. The Minister also stated that
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he intended to amend the Mining Aset.
So far as several matters were concerned
the mining people would welcome many
amendments which the Minister had out-
lined. As to the seeurity of tenure of
mining leases he would oppose that as
strongly as hLe could. The faet that
leaseholders had so much seeurity, or
rather the big mining ecompanies, and
were not called upon to do much work,
and that the Inbonr covenants were sadly
neglected, was preventing the mining in-
dustry going ahead. It was pointed out
that the tribute system was doing a great
deal of harm because leaseholders were
allowed to hold leases for years without
spending a penny, and they allowed tri-
buters to go on the leases and work them.
It would be far better if the leases were
made available for the miners to take up
and work. The Minister also had the
idea, being led to a great extent by the
Chamber of Mines, because he was too
prone to do as they said, that labour was
preventing eapital coming to the country.
The poliey of labour in Western Austra-
lia would encourage capital to come to
the State a great deal more than at pre-
sent by giving them necessary protection,
and not allowing people to be ropbad as
in the past. As to giving the Minister
means to test the value of any propogition
on the market, there would be no ohjee-
tion to that. Afier the mining swindles
we had had in the State, he was suprised
‘that the Minister had not done someihing
to bring to book some of those respon-
sible.

The Minister for Mines: T had a clanse
inserted in the Criminat Code years ago.

Mr. HOLMAN: That had not been
brought into operation yet. There were
the Perseverance, the Boulder Deeps, and
several others at Peak Hill, the Lake View
Consols, and many other properties on
which swindles oceurred and which did a
great deal of harm te the State. The
fact that so much country was locked up
for speculative purposes was doing harm
to the industry. We had hondreds of
acres of land which was never worked;
they were more like pastoral leases than
mining properties, These were held year
after year and no work was done. It was
to be hoped the Minister wonld prevent
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s0 much exemption and profeetion being
granted as had been granted during the
past few years. He (Mr. Holman} men-
tioned when dealing with the forfeiture of
leases at Wiluna and Errols that the Mini-
ster favoured the rich mining companies to
the detriment of the prospectors. There
was a serious matter in conpeetion with
the Chamber of Mines which had received
such great assistanece from the Minister.
This Chamber was always too eager to
endeavour to bring about a reduction of
wages. It had been stated by the chair-
man of the Chamber of Mines that he had
never on any occasion attempted to bring
about or had brought about a reduction of
wages. At that time he (Mr. Heolman)
gave the statement, through the Press, a
deliberate denial, pointing out where the
Chamber had been instrumental in bring-
ing about a reduction of wages, The last
instance oecenrred in connection with what
was supposed to be the richest mine in
the world. Mr. Hamilton, as soon as he
was placed on the directorate of the Bull-
finch eansed a reduction of wages to take
place amounting to 10s. a week. That gave
the lie direct to his statement, and no mat-
ter how rieh a property might be, Mr.
Hamilton prostituted his position, after
receiving such treatment from the Gov-
ermnent of the State, to bring about a re-
duction of 1s. Rd. a day at that mining
eentre. He had never heard of sueh a thing
in his life. As soon as the Chamber of
Mines had got an opening on the Murchi-
son in 1903 they had endeavoured to bring
about a reduction of wages on the Great
Fingall mine. That mine then was one
of the richest in the Commonwealth, and
perhaps in the world, but as soon as Mr.
Hamilton had a chance throngh the Cham-
ber of Mines he had attempted to bring
about a reduction of wages. Yet in speak-
ing at a meeting of the Chamber lie had
stated that the Chamber had never at-
tempted to reduce wages and had never
been a party to any citabon |be-
fore the Arbitration (ourt. That
statement was deliberately untrue, and
Mr. Hamilion knew it, and the action
he had taken in bringing about a redue-
tion of wages was a disgrace to him and
to everybody coneerned in it. and a dis-
arare to the Minister.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: Do you refer
to the member for Kalgoorlie, or to my-
self ¢

Mr. HOLMAYXN : The member for Kal-
goorlie had nothing to do with the Cliam-
ber of Mines, but the Minister, who be-
longed to the Chamber by virtue of his
alfice, could have taken a sirong stand.
Ministers had too often lent a hand to the
Chamber of Mines in doing things to bene-
fit themselves at the expense of the great
bulk of the people; in faet, when amend-
ments in the interests of the miners had
been proposed from the Opposition side
of the Chamber, the Minister for Mines,
instead of listening to the remarks of
speakers who were mining members, had
been sending messages to the secre-
tary of the Chamber of Mines who
had been sitting in the wzallery. It
had been said that high wages
worked to the detriment of the mining
industrv, but he maintained that the
higher the wages that were paid the better
the work that was done. Ih no case in
Western Australia had an inerease of
wages brought about the shutting down of
a mine, but there were many instances of
where low wages had brought a mine to
ruin. To his mind a miner was perfectly
justified in doing as little work as he eould
if he was not paid a fair rate of wages.

The Minister for Mines: Is that not a
yuestion for the Arbitration Court?

Mr. HOLMAN: It was a question for
mining representatives in the House to
deal with on every possible occasion.

The Minster for Mines: It is a ques-
tion for the publie.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister for Mines
did not study the puhlic: he was too much
engaped in studying the Chamber of
Mines people, but he (Mr, Holman)
studied the public and the people in the
mining industry becanse he knew the con-
ditions under which they worked. One of
the greatest drawbacks to the industry was
the incapacity of many of bthe so called
mining engineers. Recently in a case in the
Arbitration Court Mr. Klug, who was sup-
posed to be one of the leading lights in the
mining world, had been giving evidence
abont the practieal part of mining. In
answer to a question as to whether he had
ever worked underground and whether he
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was a practical mining man he said “No,
but my father was.” Yet Mr. Klug posed
as a man who knew what a miner should
do underground. He might bave a know-
ledge of the theory of mining, and might
be alright in his own line as a metallurgist,
but before a man could be conversant with
the details of that work he should he in
a position to speak from practienl experi-
ence. The State had Lad toe many of
" those men who knew nothing about the
practical side of mining.

The Minister for Mines: He is one of
the men who draw thousands a year.

Mr. HOLMAN : The eountry was pay-
ing the Minister for Mines a thousand a
vear, and wyet what a mess lie made of
things. Many of the men who were forced
to take small wages abt the present time
were much better men than many of those
who were paid big salaries.

The Minister for Mines:
take a big salary yourself?

Mr. HOLMAN: If such a thing was
forced on him, he would take it and en-
deavour to do his best. He maintained
that when mining matters were being dis-
cussed in the House it was the duty of the
Minister and members to take the advice
of the miuning representatives irrespective
of what party they belonged to, and to
do their best for the industry, instead of
heing led away by men who had purposes
of their own to serve. The Chamber of
Mines people. although they had taken
20 million pounds in dividends from the
State, had not done one stroke of pros-
pecting outside their own shows, and yet
when they wanted a geological survey car-
ried ont at a cost of about £2,000 they
did not do it themselves, but they went to
the Minister of Mines and asked him to
do if.

The Minister for Mines: Theyv are doing
that work themselves now.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was true that they
had been doing snrvey and prospeeting
work during the last year or two, but they
expected the Government to spend thous-
ands of pounds for their own benefit.
The way in which many of the big mining
people carried on their business was a
disgrace to the positions they held. Tntil
the last year or two they had not done a

You would
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stroke of developmental work exeept on
their own properties.

The Minister for Mines: There is somne
hope for them now.

Mr. HOLMAN: They were doing it
now, but on every possible oceasion they
made the State pay. The only economy
a lot of those men knew was how to bring
about a reduction of wages. He asked
the Minister to hsten to the representa-
tives of Lhe working miners. He did nok
refer to himself, because on every oceasion
when he had gone to the Mines Depart-
ment he bhad been treafed with courtesy.

The Minister for Mines: What about
lhe Labour Government’s Mines Regula-
tion Rill:

Mr. HOLMAN: There were a lot of
practien] men in the Government at that
lime.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister for Mines
had visen in the Chamber on one oecasion
and boasted that the then JMinister for
Mines, who was a practical man, bad given
him eertain informatien. The Government
liad used Mr. Hastie's remarks in pushing
forward the Phillips River railwav.

The Minister for Mines: Was it not Jr,
Johnson.

Mr. HOEMAN : Tt had been My, Hastie,
who had been quoted by the Minister for
Mines for a practical opinion on the con-
difions of mining at Phillips River. The
wmining industry at the present time looked
better than at any time for some vears.
Many promising shows were opening up.
The latest disecovery at Bullfineh had for
the time being eclipsed many of the other
discoveries, but even at this early stage
of the new field many unsavoeury rveporis
were being eireulated in conneetion with
that centre. JTustead of working the min-
ing industry for the benefit of the State,
and those engaged in it, the Government
were being led away intc boosting the
“bulls” and “bears” on the Adelaide Stock
Fxchange. Those speculators used this
State for their own ends, and did not care
whether there was a mine on the field at
all so long as they could make some
money in trafficking in shares.  There
had been examples of that sort of thing
during the last week or two, and no doubt
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there would be others. He would like to
see the Minister do everything possible
to encourage the flotation of mining com-
pantes in Western Australia.  Let us
follow the example of Bendigo and other
vlaces which had opened up their own
mines at small eost. Mention had been
made of the Bullfineh railway, and he
certainly agreed thal the line should be
built to that field, but the method in which
the railway had been promised, puslied
through, and started before the Bill came
before Parliament was very undesirable.
Alveady the very fact that the rail-
way was  being  buill was  being used
by Mr. Daolette as an argument why
wages should be redaced. The method

in whiel thal line had been pushed
through lhad done a great deal of

Lharm to the agrienlturists in one district
by spoiling their harvest for next season,
and amongst miners by giving the big
compantes an excuse for reducing wages.

The Minister for Works: 1 amn assured
that the agricultural line will be tinished
within the speeified time,

Mr., HOLMAN: It was to be hoped
that the wvailway would he finished
within  the specified time, and that it
would be a benefit to the settlers of that
portion of the State. However, they had
been promised that they would get their
stuff out at a date which was within the
specified time. He was glad that the few
remarks twade in conneclion with that mat-
ter had becn the means of getting the
Minister for Works to make a pronounece-
ment in the direction named. The present
position of the mining industry in Wes-
tern Anstralia was a matter for congratu-
lation. but, as he had said before. the Bull-
fineli outshadowed all other diseoveries.
Several important finds had heen made
in his own electorate. At Gum Creek the
mines were showing verv fair prospeets.
In the New England country, the mining
camp furthest East, the people were work-
ing under great disabilities. The MMini-
ster for Mines, he was glad to say., had
subsidised the battery there, and had an-
nounced his intention of snbsidising the
carfing whieh wonld also assist the pros-
pectors. At Mount Egerton there was no
doubt a great extent of eountry which eon-
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tinued right through the Gascoyne, and he

hoped the time was not far distant when
a railway would be pushed on from
Mceekatharra right through the northern
country.

Mr. Underwood: Would you link up
with Bangemall?

Mr. HOLMAN : Bangemall wonld be on
the main trunk live, and then there wounld
be a branch line to Pilbara. There was no
douht about it that mining prospeets in
the State at the present time were en-
couraging, hut he wonll earnestty sugwest
to the Minister to do away with the ex-
emption poliey, and the sooner that was
done the better it would be for the indue-
try. Speaking from a praetical knowledge
of mining centres he counld say that many
of them had been pretty well ruined
throngh exemptions, This was the worst
evil that had to be contended with. With
regard to the branches of the department
members would be able to criticise them
later on. but as far as the Geological De-
pariment was concerned it was to be re-
gretted that the Minister had taken the
whole of the staff and direeted their atten-
tion to one eentre.

The Minister for Mines: We are going
to increase the staff.

Mr. HOLMAN: Of course it was a good
thing for those interested in the Bullfinch,

The Minister for Mines: They will not
necessarily be all there.

Mr., HOLMAN: It was a remarkable
fact that those places which had only been
discovered a few weeks should get all the
attention.

The Minister for Mines: Our desire is to
assist the prospectors.

My, HOLMAN: 1f the prospector evuld
he kept there and good geological advice
covld be given to him the staff would be
doing a very good service. The whole of
the distriet between Peak Hill in the north
and Gullewa in the sonth shonld be com-
nected ap. There was a long strip of coun-
try there. nearly 300 wmiles. wluch shonld
receive the eonsideration of the Minister.
If the whole staff were engaged at Bull-
finch, however, it would be a bad look-out
for the vest of the State. bui doubtless
when the staff was angmenied some atten-
tion would he given to the other districts.
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The question of mines water supply was
one of vital importance to the industry.
As the Minister had stated, water supplies
were o valuable asset in any part of the
State, and no one would ever cavil at ex-
penditure in that direction, because even
if mining had been carried on, and
thongh it might not have heen proved to
be a success, while the water supplies ex-
isted they could always be looked upon
as an asset. He would like to see a great
deal more done in the future in regard
to water supplies. Personally he did not
liave a great deal to complain about in
the electorate which he represented, he-
vause practieally every vequest he had
made had been favourably considered, al-
though in some instances ihere had been
long delays. His last request, however, was
pranted in a very shott time. The Maechi-
nery Department would be dealt with by
mactical men on the Opposition side of
the House. There was cause for complaint
in connection with that department. The
teaching of the young in mining schools
was a matter that had the support of
every one, espeeially in the direction of
imparting a practical knowledge of min-
inr as well as instructing in theory. In
erificising the aetions of the Minister he
(Mr. Holman) had done sa for the weod
of the industry and the State. Whenever
eriticism had been offered, the Minister
vnuld rest assured that there had been
good grounds for it. As far as the indus-
try generally was concerned it would al-
ways bhave the support of members on
the Opposition side of the House, who
hoped it would prove everything it xave
promise of at the present time. The Min-
ister had referred in glowing tferms to
what a splendid thing the industry was
and was going to be, and how many thou-
sands it would bring into the State. hut
when it came to a question of the redis-
tribution of seats we had the long drawn
Mibister saying that mining districts were
losing their population and that the agii-
cultural distriets had to receive extra
representation becaunse they were im-
proving and increasing. The Minister in-
troducing that Bill stated in effect “What
is the good of giving miners representa-
tion, beeanse the population of the gold-
fields is dwindling away.” That Minister
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was merely echoing the remarks which
were made by the member for Beverley
some time ago. 1f the Minister for Mines
was sineere in his remarks regarding the
mining industry, why was he a party to
the sacrificing of the mining seats for the
purpose of making a eertainty of the seats
for his collegaues?

The Minister for Mines: We are not
sacrificing the mining industry.

Mr. HOLMANY: The mining industry
on the Ministerial side was in the hands
of one wan, the Minister for Mines, and
the poliey was dictated by the Chamber
of Mines, a body which was not working
for the State, and the people connected
with it would sacrifice the State if they
could serve their own ends. The policy of
the Chamber of Mines was dictated by
speculators in London. Their London
board of directors issued instruetions to
them, and these instructions drifted
through to the Palace hotel, or as it was
commonly known, the “batehery” or “in-
cubator,” where it was kept at the right
temperature with the aid of a little drop
of whisky or perhaps champagne when
the occasion warranted it, and that was
the liguid fuel they burned, and then the
wolden ege was hatched and everyone did
pretty well, while the shell, the Srate if-
self, was left with nothing at all. Then
when the plot was over. if the emr was
addled, the Minister for Mines fook it
over and it proved a very expensive thing
for the State.

Mr, Underwood: MeKenzie was one of
the golden chickens hatehed.

Mr. HOLMAN: That gentleman was
one of (hose who reaped the goldet har-
vest. He (Mr. Holman) was only too
pleased to hear of men making a pzood
thing out of a mine, provided that mine
was opened up. What he strongly objected
to was the attitutte of the Chamber of
Mines. The poliey of that institution was
formuolated in London, it drifted through
to Western Australia, wenf to the Minis-
ter, and then the Minister informed the
House that the mining indunstry was safe
in the hands of the Ministerial party. He
would be very sorry for the mining indus-
trv and those engaged in it as long as the
attitude which had been adopted for the
last five or six years was earried ouf. The
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‘Minister should however receive eredit for
the good work he had previously done for
the mining industry, but of recent vears
lie had undone that good work; vet the
Minister was in the position of being able
to take into consideration the advisable-
ness of dropping his present advisors and
1o adopt his old poliey and revert to the
narrow track, as it were, The Minister
might not get quite so much applause or
flattery if he went back o his old friends,
but he would receive what was far more
valuable than the flattery, namely, the
thanks of a most deserving hody, the pros-
pectors and small owners, which would
surely be more valuable than the opinion
of the Chamber of Mines, Hon. members
on the Ministerial side shounld take as
keen an interest in gold mines as members
on the Opposition did in agriculture, The
Opposition never lost an opportunity nf
defending an agrienltural district.

The Minister for Mines: I hope they
will not ask ton many guestions.

Mr. HOLAMAXN : It they were to ask toa
many quesiion and were to be guided by
the answers they received from the Qp-
position their views with regard to the
administration of mining matters would be
soon changed, and they would get informa-
tion which wonld enable them to cast a
more intellizgent vote than they had ever
done before, The Minister could rest as-
sured that the Opposition wonld do their
best to pnsh forward the mining industrv
and they wonld demand thal the State
should give a fair deal and that every
worker shonld be treated as a man and
given a fair relmn for his labour.

Mr. COLLIER: It was pleasing to
hear the Minister for Mines expres-
sing optimistic septiments in regard
to the futnre of the mining industry,
at a time too when fihe popular
thing was to land the development
of nagrieulture. He was afraid thal
many, who in the past had found it
necessary to point out the value of the
mining industry, had forgotten that duty
and had turned too mueh of their atten-
tion tn the development of agriculture.
He did not wish to be misunderstood. be-
eanse sinec he had been in the Honse he
had voted for every vailwax Bill to serve
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agricnltural aceas, and generally had
been willing to give what assistance he
could to develop that industry, recognis-
iy, as evervone should recognise, that
after all it was, tn use a elaptrap phrase,
the backbone of every country. and no
douht would be flourishing long after the
mining areas had ceased to exist. At
the same time he was afraid that during
the last few vears there liad not been
thal sympathetie assisfance granted to
the mining industry that was the ease in
former yvears. We had reecently heard
something aboat the amount of money
expended in mining duving the last ten
vears. All were willing to admit that in
vears gone by a very considerable snm
had heen expended in that direction;
but while that might bulk large, taking
the past ten vears. still during the past
three or four years there had been o
lamentable falling off. True. a spurt
had beer made recenily in conneetion
with the Bullfineh boom, but in this re-
gard somebody in the old eountry had
found it necessary to take exeeption to
the eablegrams sent home by the Premier,
on the score of their being too optimistie.
L.ast night we had had the spectacle of the
Attorney General endeavouring to show
that the miuing fields were going down,
and were likely to eontinue going down.
In was inferesting to eontrast that speech
of the Attornev Geuveral’s with the re-
marks of his own colleagues and the
cables sent Home by the Premier. It
went to show that when the desire was
to promote a boom in the interests of a
few people, the Premier did not hesitate
to send Home most glowing reports in
regavd to the future of the mining in-
dnsiry generally, while when the inter-
ests of the Government were likely to be
served by pointing to the decline of the
goldfields, the Attorney (General did mot
hesitate to rise in his place and declare
mining to be a deeaying industry. He had
no wish to in any way oppose the con-
stroetion of the Bullfineh railway, but he
eould not help deprecating the indecent
haste with which the work had been en-
tered upon. We had heard that certain
Ministers were shareholders in the Bull-
finch, and now the latest information was
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that the Minister for Mines hiinself was
among the list of the fortunate. There
was no harm in that. of eonrse; indeed,
‘he (Mr. Collier) would like to have a few
shares himself; but it was possible that
this faet had been responsible for the
extraordinary haste shown to assist a
mine which was returning an average of
22 ounces to the ton. And. while the
publie funds were being expended in the
assistance of the town and mine of Bull-
fineh, the authorities up there, who were
directly benefited, were sufficiently mis-
erable and paltry to reduce wages to
10s. 10d. per day. By way of refuting
the contention of the Attorney Geneval
that the mining population showed a ser-
ions decline, he would say there weve this
year employed on the mines a thousand
men more than the number ewmployed
last year, while the number of mining
employees in 1908 had shown an inerease
on those employed in 1907. For several
vears past the number of men employed
in the industry had gone on inecreasing,
wvet the Attorney General had said that
the population of the goldfields was de-
ereasing. Surely the number of men em-
ployed could be taken as a very fair
index of tbe eondition of the mining pop-
ulation. The prospects of the goldfields
had never been betler than bhey were to-
day, and this notwithstanding ¢hat the
total output had decreased. The total out-
put was not too trustworthy a eriterion
of the aetoal eondition of the industry,
because a high output might be of sunch
a nature that it would eut out in a year
or two, whereas while the output had
been slowly decreasing, we knew to-day
that the industry was of a more perma-
nent character than had been antici-
pated. Taking into econsiderafion this
and the faet that we had thousands of
miles of auriferous c¢ountry barely
seratched, some of it not yet diseovered,
it was clear that for generations to come
the mining indunstry of Western Australia
would continue to flourish. One feature
common to the gold mining and the
agrienltural districts was that both
were afflicted with the curse of the mon-
opolist, who was to-day just as evident
in the goldfields distriets as he was in the
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agrieultural areas. In goldfields distriets
there were thousands of aecres locked up
against the genunine prospector. One
would lave thought that round about
Kalgoorlie and Boulder it would be dif-
fienlt to tind an aere of land closed
against the legitimate worker; yet,
strange as it might seem, the Oroya Links
had a big area of country stretching from
Kalgoorlie right down te Kamballie.
“The Minister for Mines: One hundred
and thirty acres.

My, COLLIER: They had 30 leases
altogether, the avea of which, he was in-
formed, was about 200 acres. Flowever,
the point was that it was in the richest
belt of country and the company did not
employ one wages man.

The Minister for Mines: Why, they are
crushing 7,000 a month.

Mr. COLLIER: That was not stone
raised by wages men. They had an army
of 300 men tributing for them.

The Minister for Mines: Up to three
mouths age the company was erushing
11,000 tons a month.

Mr, COLLIER:
stone.

The Minister for Mines: They could
nel put that in as being their own gold
returns.

Mr. COLLIER: They were enabled to
hold 30 leases by the aid of 500 tribu-
ters. These people should be foreed to
forfeit the leases if they were not pre-

ared to work them, and the tributers
should be allowed to take up the leases
themselves. Shylock had been a philan-
thropist compaved with this company in
their treatment of these tributers.

The Minister for Mines : In September
last the compeny crushed 10,023 tons
raised either by wages or eontract men,

Mr. COLLIER: ©Possibly that was
the tonnege raised by the tributers.

The Minister for Mines: Would they
get the gold the tributers won, and
report it as their own ?

Mr. COLLIER : The Minister would
find that the company got practically
all the gold the men won. The tonnage
might be correct, but certainly it had
been raised by the tributers.

That was {ributers’
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. The Minister for Mines: The company
raised 7,000 tons et & working cost of
£10,000.

+ Mr. COLLIER : All that the Minister
showed was that the company had

crushed 10,000 tons of stone.

Theat

did not refute the statement that there
were 500 tributers employed on the

company's

leases. He had a letter

from a tributer, who wrote—

The batteries’ rates for treating

. sands and slimes are unduly high; they
. deduct the first 3dwts. for cost of

treatment and all values above that

. they pay for at the rate of 3s. per
. dwt. on assay. Now as an assay is
. the equivalent of fine gold they

~

~

-

charge at the rate of nearly 12s. 0d.
per ton for treatment of sands. They
can treat these sands for say 3s. 6d.
per ton at the very outside and allowing
for 8 73 per cent. extraction which
they claim is all they get, it still leaves
them 93. 6d. per ton or 8s. per ton
clear profit; mnow this applies to
3dwts. sands only, but if the sands
happen to be rich you lose a big
percentage of the face value of your
gold, for, as before stated, they only
pay 3s. per dwt. for all over the 3dwis.
up to any values. As an illostration
consider sands worth an ounce to
the ton, the value of which would be
nearly £4 53. The battery would
first deduct 3dwts. and pay at the rate
of 3s. for the remaining 17dwts. or
£2 Ils. per ton, e difference of nearly
3s. 4d. per ton. After deducting the
12s, 9d. for treatment there still
remains 21s. 3d. which the owners
say they do not recover and are tipped
over the dump. It is, however, taken
for granted amongst mining men
that such is not the case, and that the
batteries get a far closer extraction
than that. I will quote a recent
crushing put through & locsl battery,
to show how these rates affect the
tributer. The parcel was 99 tons,
over their bridge the sands went
Sdwts. 8 grains, and the slimes 4dwts.
17 grains or an average of 5 dwis.
1 grein. The total wvalue of the
gold in these residues on a fine ounce

. basis was fully £105. After the battery
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had deducted their 3dwts. and paid
for the rest at 3s. per dwt. the tributers
were paid less than £28 or a little
more than a guarter of the face value.
There is also dissatisfaction among
the men on the moisture question.
The batteries deduct 10 per cent.
moisture on alt oxidised or sulphide
ore. They say there are 224 gallons
of water in every ton. The tributers
say there is nothing like that amount
and if they reduced it one half they
would still have ample cover from
loss in that respect. Of course that
only affects the tributers when their
slimes become payable or over the
3dwts. maergin, as you get the total
amount of your sands in the parcel
by measurement and the remainder
iz slimes and if the battery has to
pay, it is out of the slimes the moisture
is deducted. With respect to the
relations between tributers and com.
panies the royalty scale is pretty
stiff, running in some instances up to
30 per cent.; but where it presses
doubly hard is, that they deduct
their royalty on the gross output,
Say & party has an output the total
value of which is £200. It might
take a £100 of that to pay the battery,
carter and mining costs. The com-
pany take their royalty on the £200
or on money which the tributer
never receives. The royalty should
be on the net proceeds only. In
fairness to the batteries they say they
get & lot of parcels from which they
do not get 3dwts. in the sands, in
which case these big profits do not
apply. T do not think there are
many parcels, however, on which
they do mot get the 3dwts. as the
gold is mostly fine and it seems im-
possible to get & close plate extraction.
With respect to the £4 per oz. basis
on which the battery owners pay for
residues, we say is also not f:ir. as
an agssay is the equal of fine =ald or
nearly £4 bs. per ounce, or, if it cost
& shilling an ounce to renlise un the
gold it still leaves a differonc:- 7 4s.
per ounce on the true valuc, .1 ~hat
the tributer gets gaid. This .- ies
with more severity with 1.7 » ills,
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like Moss’s and the Associated Northern

as they buy the whole output on assay.
The Ministers would see how the tributers
were at the absolute mercy of the com-
panies at the present time.

The Minister for Mines: You might
let me heve a copy of that afterwards.

Mr. COLLIER : The Mimnister would
find that the information contained in
what he had read was fairly accurate.

The Minister for Mines: I do not
think they are holding their properties
by tributers.

. Mr. COLLIER: According to the
information in his possession they were
holding the properties by nobody else
but tributers. Thereturn in the Chamber
of Mines did not prove his statement to
be incorrect. It showed that they had
crushed 23,000 tons, but it did not
show what gold had been recovered.

The Minister for Mines: They won
£11,966, and the expenditure was £10,039.

Mr. COLLIER : Whose was the duty
of secing that the mining regulations
were carried out ?

The Minister for Mines : The inspectors.

Mr. COLLIER : There were regulations
which, if enforced, would overcome
most of the grievances.

The Minister for Mines: They are
enforced, because the warden may refuse
to register.

Mr. COLLIER: The Minister could
accept his assurance that they were
not enforced. There were many tributers
working without any agreement of any
kind.

The Minister for Mines:
their own fault.

Mr. COLLIER : That was like saying
that if & man did not accept the wage
that the employer offered it was his
own fault, but where the man had no
alternative but starvation he was forced
to accept it.

The Minister for Mines: If that was
brought before the department we would
fine them.

Mr. COLLIER: The only remedy
was t0 compel the companies to have
those agreements or forfeit their leases.
Very many of the tributers were,working
under no agreement.

That is

. Mr. Scaddan : The department knows

it, and kmnows how they treat their
tributers. ’

Mr. COLLIER: At the meeting of
tributers in Kalgoorlie a few weeks ago,
when 250 had been present, it had been
stated that most of the men present
had been working under no agreement,
and were absolutely at the mercy of the
companies.

Mr. Scaddan: Is it not & breach of
the regulations to work without agree-
ments ?

Mr. Walker ; Of cowrse it is.

Mr. COLLIER : The regulations were
fairly good if they were observed.

Mr. Scaddan: It is the policy of the
Minister right through to make regu-
lations and Acts of Parlisment and
never administer them.

Mr. COLLIER: If the regulations
were enforced, and the companies were
obliged to register the agreement or
forfeit their leases, there would be an
end to the present state of affairs ; but
that was not done, and leases were being
held year after year by the work f
tributers. Around Kalgoorlie a few years
ago tributers were few, but now there
were some 500 or 600 men thus employed,
and something should be dons to see
that those men got a fair deal, and
to see that either the regulations were
enforced or that the Tributers Bill now
before the House became law. The
Mines Report for the year showed that
the same heavy toll of life and mb was
being paid by those who were winning
the wealth from the earth on the Golden
Mile. During the year there had been
34 fatalities and 461 other accidents
throughout the State, but the greatest
number had occurred on the Golden
Mile. On the Golden Horsehoe, where
850 men were employed, there had been
two fatal accidents, eight serious and
53 minor. On the Ivanhoe, where
6810 men were employed, there had
been 109 accidents, which meant that
I1 per cent. of the men employed on
the mine had been injured during the
year. The Grest Boulder Perseverance
employing 650 men, had had 125 acei-
dents, or 14 per cent. ; and the Hainaunlt
employing 213 men, had 37 accidents,
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and so the figures continued right
theough the list, the accidents ranging
from 6 per cent. up to 18 per cent. in
the cese of the South Ilalgurli. That
was an aspect of the mining industry
that should not be overlooked when
Ministers were mtting at banquet tables,
talking of the great mining industry and
applauding the speculators who were
drawing their dividends from it. Every
year there was that high percentage
of accidents, and the number of children
who had been left without their bread-
winners, and women whoge husbands
had been maimed and crippled for life,
was increasing yesr by year. Parliament
should give some attention to that
matter. Surely the reduction of that
feariul accident roll was as important
a consideration as many of the measures
on which the members spent their
time. Important as was the develop-
ment of the State the weliare of the
people. who were building up the country
and who were producing its wealth,
should come first. That was only one
side of the question. There was also
the still larger percentage of men whose
lives were wrecked through employment
underground. Everybody had read of
the extraordinarily high percentage of
men affected with what was called
“ miners' complaint,” or early Bbrosis ;
no less than 33 per cent. of the machine
men employed underground were victims
to that complaint. It had been only
after years of agitation and complaining
that an inquiry had been obtained ;
and the investigation had been mainly
due, efter all, to the persistency of the
member for Cue, whose voice year
aifter year had been raised in the House,
often without an audience, and with the
pecple outside and the DPress sneering
at him. Yet it was now proved by a
competent aunthority that every one
of the hon. member’s allegations were
true, and he deserved grest -credit
because of the fact that he had persisted
in his plea for inquiry in the face of the
opposition of the authorities, and of the
highly' paid permanent officials of the
Mines Department. Seeing that half
the p« pmlation of tho State were living
on tle goldfields, everybody concerned

[ASSEMBLY.]

should be informed what the Government
were going to do. The Minister, in
referring to the question this evening,
had said that it was proposed to have
further inquiry by men of mining ex-
perience. It was to be hoped that
the composition of that Commission
would be known before the session
closed, because if it had not been for
the agitation and opposition shown to
the proposed personnel of the other

* inquiry it would have been as abortive

as athers in the past. The State Mining
Engineer would have been appointed
as chairman of the Commission but for
the Opposition. It would be easy to
imagine what the result of his appoint.
ment wounld have been. We would
have had the same report as that gentle.
man furnished when he was sent to
Cue to examine into the same matter.
Dr. Cumpston had shown that Mr. Mont-
gomery was incompetent for his position,
or not desirous of ascertaining the
truth ; because after making a casual
inquiry into the matter, Mr. Montgomery
had reported he was not able to find any
cases of miners’ complaint. Was Mr.
Montgomery to be put on the Commission
that was to make further inquiries ?
The evidence given by some of the
medical men on the goldfields showed
they ought to be out at the slaughter
yerds instead of attending to the health
of the people. It was a standing disgrace
to them when they declared that miners’
complaint practically did not exist, and
that the few cases that came under
their notice had been contracted in the
Eastern States. If there had been lay-
men on the commission of inquiry
that medical evidence would have been
accepted. But Dr, Cumpston did not
accept it ; he examined about & third
of the men employed in the mines, and
showed those doctors were either de-
liberately telling lies or were unable to
detect the complaint when it came
before their mnotice. The truth was
most of these doctors always showed an
interest in bolstering up the Chamber of
Mines and seconding whatever Mr,
Hemilton or Mr. Maughan said. They
must have known of the existence of
the disease; or perhaps they thought
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they had to deal with the same class of
commissioner as was usually to be found
on such inquiries. At any rate it was
pleasing there was no longer any doubt
a3 to the existence of this disease on
the goldfields, which affected about
a third of the flower of the manhood of
the State. No expenditure would be
too great to alleviate it in some way.
There was only £250 set down in con-
nection with the inguiry for this financial
year,

The Minister for Mines :
meke no difference.
exhaustive inquiry.

s Mr. COLLIER : It would be well to
know what sort of an Inquiry it would
be.

The Minister for Mines: It would be
necessary to see if there was any remedy,
and necessary also to see what could
be done to find employment for any
men removed from the mines,

Mr. COLLIER : It was a big question.
No cne could point out a remedy and
say that the Minister refused to accept
it,

The Minister for Mines: It affects
consumptives throughout the State.

Mr. Heitmann: DBut we have estab-
lished its existence on the mines. The
remedy is very simple. .

Mr. COLLIER: The difficulty was
evident, but it was not beyond the
best talent and brains we had in the
State.

The Minister for Mines:
get the best.

Mr. COLLIER : The Minister should
not spare anything in the way of ex-
penditure to try to do all possible to
allevinte this disease.

The Minister for Mines: We ought
to be able to get & good deal of help
from the Transvaal. For the same
reason Dr. Cumpston was sent East.

Mr, COLLIER : Exhaustive incuiries
were carried out at Bendigo, and Dr.
Cumpston had the advantage of those
investigations. The seleet committee on
the Workers’ Compensation Bill had
rightly pointed out that miners’ complaint
could be deslt with by regulstion.
That wes fairlv correet. The Minister
should use the whole of the power of

That would

We shall

It must be an-
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his department snd the knnwledge of
his expert advisers to alleviate this
condition of things.

Mr. McDOWALL : The hon, member
had dealt clearly with the charge of
1idwts. for the treatment of sands, and
the Minister should look into the matter
very carefully. It wes s burning guestion
ab Coolgardie, as was also the question
of keeping back payment for two months
after trestment, which required serious
attention. The Minister seemed to have
uppermost in his mind the question of
fixity of tenure; but there was too
much fixity of tenure, too much of holding
mines for speculative purposes. Mines
were worked altogether too much from
the tribute standpoint. The Minister
claimed that capital, labour and brains
were essential for the development of
the industry, and spoke of an antipathy
existing against persons prepared to
come here and expend capital. Any
antipathy that existed wos against
persons who obtained a monopoly of
mining property and never attempted
to develop it. The member for Boulder
read a letter from tributers; he (Mr.
MeDowall) would read a petition which
was sent to the Minister for Mines in
connection with the mines at Bonnievale.
The post office at Bonnievale was being
removed to Bullfinch. The necessity for
the removal was largely in consequence
of the mines being locked up. Bonnie-
vale was once & very prosperous district ;
but unfortunately the population was
depleted, greatly in consequence of too
much consideration having been shown
towards the holders of leases. The
petition was dated 8th February, 1909,
and pgave concrete instances of where
tributers held mines for mining com-
panies to the detriment of the community
in general. It was—

We the undersigned tributers of
Bonnievale and residents of Coolgardie
and Bonnievale desire respectiully to
place before you the following detailed
statement of facts in connection with
the tributes recently completed at
the Westralia and East Extension
Cold Mine, Bonnievale. The figures
attached are compiled from the books

» kept by the tributers in 33 shaft
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(Minchin and party), and they are
confirmed by the official monthly
statements from the mine office to
the men. They are therefore in-
disputable, and they speak for them-
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advertizement appeared in the daily
press :—
Nothwithstanding this they would not
give reasonable or fair terms when they
were desirous of letting tributes. Fur-

selves,. From 22 shaft commencing
on February, 12th 1808, to January
25th, 1909, the following results were
obtained, the tribute commencing with
20 men and closing with 10 men.
During that period 9 parcelr were
crushed aggregating 3,180 .ons pro-
during 1,594 ounces 13 dwts. 20 grs.
of an aggregate value of £5,472 19s,,
average per ton 9 dwts. 11 gra. During
the time mentioned above the tributers
paid to the mine in crushing charges
£2,209 10s. 6d., end as royalty £383
8s. 1d., making a total of £2,5903 18s.
7d. For this result the tribute received
per man, working full time, £98 17s. 2d.
during the whole period of the tribute.
In addition to this actual cash de-
duction the tributers did the following
development work the value of which
is estimated at contract prices :—
Driving and crosscutting, £1,812 2s, 7d.,
sinking & winze, £348 9s. 10d., putting
up & rise, £41 6s. 5d., making a total
value of £1,701 18s. 10d. for develop-
ment work done, the value of which
to the company still exists.
The object in reading this was to show
how mines were held and worked and
how unfair it was to the tributers. It
went on—
Further, in I shaft from October
21st, 1907, to January 25th, 1909,
Johansen and party of tributers erushed
twelve parcels aggregating 1,899} tons
vielding 942 ozs. 3 dwts, 7 gra. of a
value of £3,474 7a. 6d., average yield
per ton 10 dwts. For this tribute
party the men's figures are not available
but the official statements from the
mine show that for the period named
an aggregate of £1,135 12s. was paid
to the mine by the tributers for
crushing charges and royalty. These
figures indicate a total paid to the
mine in the time named by hoth
. tribute parties of £3,748 0s. 7d. besides
dead work done by the tributers in
22 shaft of a value of £1,701 18s. 10d.
. On January 15th, 1909, the following

ther—-

To Tributeras—QOffers are invited for
taking on tribute the whole of the
company’s leases including the battery
and plant, offers to be submitted in
writing, stating royalties, term, number
of men, etcetera. Full particulars
may be obtained at the company’s
office at Bonnievale. The Westralia
and East Exfension Mines, Limited.
In response to the advertisement a
number of the signatures hereto on
January 18th forwarded the following
tender to the office of the mine:—
“I beg to offer the following tender re
your advertisement in Kalgoorlie Miner
of January 16th for tributers. The

.termg I offer are as follows:—Ten

per cent, on all gold obtained up to
10 dwts. per ton, and one per cent.
extra for each additional dwt. per
ton up to 33 and onethird dwts.
per ton, the maximum percentage
being 33 and one-third per cent.
In return for this, T require the full
use of the Company's leases, and all
plant and machinery required for
breaking, hauling, and treating ore
therefrom. The term of tribute re-
quired js twelve months and the
number of men to be employed to be
not less than 30. If this tender is
thought worthy of consideration the
details can be flled in later on and
matters discussed personally. Faith-
fully yours, Geo. Bradshaw, Secretary
Bonnievale Tribute Syndicate.” This
offer, wo are informed, by the manage-
ment was not considered worth for-
warding to the Directors bui was
refused by the mine manager. The
tenderers claim (1) that tributers
relieva the Company of filling the
labour conditions ; (2) that, as shown
above, they develop the mine; (3)
they undertake and fulfil all risk of
observance of the Mines Regulations ;
(4) if they get gold in payable quan-
tities, namely more than sufficient
to pay the men £3 per week, the Com-
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peny take royalty ; (5) if the tributers
getsnofpold the Company take no
risk, but is still a substantial gainer,
as shown in (1} and (2) We re
spectfully submit that the facts and
figures as shown indicate a state of
affairs which should not be allowed
to ‘exist. We therefore ask that
you will give this matter your
earnest and earliest consideration, as
the present position must, if accen-
tuated, mean the complete closing of
the mine, the throwing out of employ-
ment of & large number of men, and
the consequent permanent injury to
the community as a whole, of which
the signatories hereto are members.
We beg to subscribe ourselves your
most obedient servants.
Notwithstanding these representations
the exemption was granted, with the result
that the buildings were being removed
from Bonnievale in consequence of the
mining industry having gone down. An
effort had sinee been made to let the mine
on tribute, and after having been idle for
some months tributers had taken it up.
The loss to the distriet in eonsequence of
the closing up of this particular mine had
been considerable. Tt was pleasing to
hear the Minister for Mines declaring that
ihe mining outlook was good and that the
employment on the mines was aetually in-
creasing, and that altogether things were
in a satisfactory c¢ondition. The Attorney
(leneral might have made a different
statement on the previous evening when
introducing the Redistribution of Seals
Bill which took away two seals from the
eoldfields. As far as the latest figures
were concerned it was shown that there
was little or no justifieation for this
course, becanse we knew as far as mining
was concerned the decrease in population
l:ad only been irivial in most places, and
that the slightest rmsh or development
would entirely alter the position of
affairs. Dealing with this question of the
decrease of population on the goldfields
some figures were given a little while ago,
and it was shown that there were 1,070
more men employed in the industry last
yvear than was the case in the previous
year. The exact figures in 1908 were
17,266, and in 1909 they were 18,336. On
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the Eastern Goldfields the increases were
as follow :—East Coolgardie, 9G3; Phil-
lips River, 30; Dundas, 62; Yilgarn, 111.
With regard to Yilgarn, we all knew that
the population of that centre had in-
creased seven or eight-fold. The idea of
the population of the poldfields going
down at sueh a great rate as the Attorney
CGeneral declared was not quite correet.
Other increases were Broad Arrow 48,
and Mount Margaret 8. The decreases
were shown at North-East Coolgardie 30,
Coolgardie 74; and North Cooclgardie 12.
It eould be seen from the figures quoted
that there was on the Eastern Goldfields
generally a substantial increase in the
nuraber of men employed in mining, de-
gpite the efforts made in eertain quanters
to represent that these distriets were
losing their population. It wounld be in-
tevesting to walch events on the gold-
fields and to note whether, as far as popu-
lation was econcerned, they were going
down or noi. It was to be hoped that
the predietion of the Minister for Mines
abont the future of the mining industry
would be verifled, and he trusted that in
conneection with the question of tributers
the Minister would endeavour to see that
proper couditions were arrived at and
that exemptions were not indiseriminately
eranted.

Mr. BATH: It was very satisfactory
to hear what the Minister for Mines had
said about the bright future of the min-
ing industry, especially after the doleful
condemnation which had been heard from
the Attorney General om the previcus
evening. At the same time it was not ad-
vantageons to Western Australia, either to
the people in the State or to those who in-
vested money in our mining propositions,
to have a Minister on one evening roundly
condemning the mining industry and on
the next evening a member of the same
Cabinet declaring that the prospects were
bright and that in the future we conld ex-
peet a very considerable increase of de-
velopment in that industry. We had to
remember that the position of onr mining
investments affected not only these who
were loeally interested in mining proposi-
fions but also those who lived in the
TUnited Kingdom, and in other eountries,
and who held shares in our mining com-



2250

panies; and while he had always econ-
tended that as far as our administration
was concerned we should insist on fair
conditions being observed here, when
Ihose were granted we should see that a
fair show was given to these people out-
side the State who had invested their
money in our mining properties. If these
people learned of the contradiction be-
tween Ministers there would not be that
faith in our resources and, consequently,
there would not be that investment which
so many people seemed to anticipale
would be the result of the boom in the
Yilgarn distriet. In eonnection with this
matter he desired to refer particularly to
the guestion of the registration of mining
companies and to point out that the time
had arrived when we shonld follow the
example of the Transvaal and insisi on
the head offices of companies being in
Western Australia, in order that we might
have more effective control than we had
at the present time over the companies
within the borders of the State. Tle
Minister would reeollect the case whieh
had excited criticism twelve or eighteen
months ago in connection with the amal-
camation of Hannans Star and Boulder
Leases. The resolution of amalgamation
had been passed at a meeting of the
shareholders in London, no time being
given to the numerous shareholders in
Waestern Australia to express opinious on
the proposal. The interest of the local
investors had in this ense been sacrificed
to outside shareholders and made play of
by manipnlators operating in the old
country. With this sort of thing going
on we conld not hope for that loeal in-
vesiment in mining propositions which
members on both sides of the House de-
sired to enconrage. We wished to keep
the development of our mines within the
borders of the State as far as possible
and to convince people in the State that
there was a possibility of profitable in-
vestment in our mining industry. But if
people within the State saw nothing but
the prospeets of their interests being sae-
rifieed by the manipulation of people in
England then we could not hope for any
expansion of local investment. The es-
tablishment of hend offices in Western
Australia wounld serve to bring about
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reform. Under
local  share-
commercial or

another much needed

existing  cirewmstances
holders in companies,
mining, operating in  Western Ans-
tralia, but whose head offices were
in London, had to pay income tax to the
British Government and also to the Gov-
ernmeunt of Western Auslralia, This was
unjust on the face of it, and it was to be
hoped the Minister for Mines, together
with the Attorney General, would see if
the anomaly could not be remedied. The
member for Boulder had drawn attention
to Dr. Cumpston’s report in which it was
shown that the health of machine miners
wag being sapped. When members
learned that the bulk of these men were
in the prime of life, notwithstanding
which they had in them the seeds of a
disease which meant a lingering death,
members would realise the necessity of a
reform in this regard, No objection could
be offered to an inquiry on this subject by
the best brains; but at the same time that
inquiry should not be allowed to extend
over too long a time and thus postpone
measures of reform. Dr. Cumpston him-
self had laid his finger upon the root of
the evil when he referred lo the prevalence
of dust underground. Time after time hon.
members had fought for a measure of re-
form which would reduce the percentage
of disease by one-half, namely effective
ventilation. This would serve to minimise
the dust evil, which meant in turn the les-
sening of the prevanlence of fibrosis. But,
given these preventive measures for the
future, we would stiil have with us those
who had contracted the disease and for
whom it was necessary that something
should be done. In this direction a satis-
factory reform eould be introduced with
the aid of the Minister for Lands; a poliey
of co-operative land settlement eounld
be insfituted, or settlement in groups
by the setting apart of areas of land up-
on which numbers of these affected miners
could settle, and thus have an oppaortunity
of getting away from those conditions
which would ultimately lead to their being
thrown upon the resources of the State
for support. The member for Boulder
had been eoncerned abont the opinions ex-
rressed by doctors on the goldfields in
direct contradietion of facts. The per-
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centage of men injured in our mines each
Yyear was so high that the doetors were
called upon to examine large numbers of
men in the course of, say, a period of five
years, and if they were true to the ideals
of their profession they would have actual
knowledge of the existence of this dis-
ease. But the evil was bound up with
another evil existing on the goldfields,
namely the system of payment for medi-
cal attendanece. The men employed in the
mines were compelled by the companies
to eontribute to a fund for medical at-
tendance, and these payments were made
through the officers of the eompanies, the
men having no say whatever in the con-
trol of the fund. The officers of the com-
panies paid the fund over to the doctors,
a number of whom derived a considerable
portion of their incomes from the money
thus compulsorily levied from the men.
So, in a sense, many of these medical men
were dependent on the mining companies.
That, in his opinion, was the reason why
they had suppressed all information in
regard to the prevalence of early fibrosis.
It was to be hoped the Minister would
take steps to reform tlis and introduce
some more equitabl¢é scheme under which
onr medical men in wining districts would
be more independent, and have opportuni-
ties of knowing and conveying the truth
in regard to the health of the men. An-
other matter dealt with fully by the mem-
bers for Boulder and for Coolgardie was
the question of unjust conditions to which
tributers were compelled to submit, The
regulations provided the means whereby
the Minister could to a.counsiderable extent
control the contracts belween ibe mining
companies and the tributers, but these
regulations were merely dead letters. One
of the most serious complaints from the
tributers was that there was no written
agreement; whereas these regulations pro-
vided for a written agreement between the
parties, an agreement which had to bhe
filed with the warden. An energetic at-
tempt to administer this regulation would
wipe out one of the most serions com-
plaints made by the tributers,  There
was also the question of terms and con-
ditions. In many instances these tributers

were fulfilling the labour covenants on the
[80]
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leases, If we permitted this eondition of
things which enabled the lesseholders to
avoid their obligations to the State we
should at least protect the tributers who
fulfilled these obligations by securing to
them reasonable recompense for their
labours. Although we stipulated that be-
fore tribute was paid the sum of £2 per
week had to be earned, there were numer-
ous cases In which tributers earned mach
less than that and yet had to pay
the exorbitant percentages demanded.
By the observance of those regulations the
Minister eould at onee put a stop to that
condition of affairs, and there would be
less need for the measure which had been
submitted by the member for Kanowna if
there were only some attempt made to en-
force the regulations; but, as liad heen
pointed out by other members, regulit-ons
were provisions tacked on to a Bill mainly
for the purpose of evading the provisions
of that Biil, and if we could not have re-
gnlations observed, the iime had come
when there should be a drastic change in
the methods of legislation, and when those
matters shonld be provided for in the sba-
tutes themselves instead of being left to
rezulations. He hoped that in those mat-
ters the Minister would show activity, and
by the redvess of those grievances lead to
a more favourable condition of mining de-
velopment, throughout the very wide extent
of mineral country in Western Australia.

Mr. HEITMANN: It was his desize lo
tounch briefly on the question already denlt
with by the member for Boulder and the
member for Brown Hill, The Miunister,
himself, in speaking in regard to miners’
complaint, had stated that he wes appoint-
ing a Royal Commission, and that he want-
ed to go into the matter very thoroughly.
He was with the Minister in saying that
the matter should be gome ints  very
thoroughly, but he wonld remind the Mini-
ster that he had power now to give better
conditions to the yaniners, and to :rake the
conditions such that a wan would not
stand the same chance of getling the dis-
ease as he had at the present time.

The Minister for Mines: Do yon mean
in regard to ventilation?

Mr. HEITMANN : Ventilation and
dust. It did not require any brilliant man
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to know that dust ecould he prevented.
Already we had regulations dealing with
ventilation, but they were a dead letter
so far as the inspectors were concerncd.
He did not know of one case where an
inspector had interfered in matters of
ventilation., The report of Dr. ('nmpston
showed that the real cause of the disease
was dust, which would not be very hard to
prevent,

The Minister for Mines: If vou eause
greater humidity it might have s worse
effect than the dust.

Mr. BEITMANN: Humidity would not
be ‘as great a frouble as the dust was. He
believed that one of the objections by the
companies to the prevention of dust was
the possibility of inereased cost, but he
did not care what the cost to the com-
panies was, -

The Minister for Mines:
would not be expensive.

Mr. HEITMANN : Spraying would not
he expensive, and, if those who were
anthorities on the subjeet were ecorreet,
humidity would not be as dangerous as
dust. In other parts of the world they
were overcoming the diffienlty. 1h. Comp-
ston would find very little fo assist him
in Broken Hill and Bendigo it regard to
the condition of mines in Western Aus-
tralia; indeed, the doctor had said that so
far as remedial measures were concerned
he knew nothing about mines. He lad
been appointed to disecover to what extent
the evil of miners’ complaint existed. He
had discovered that, and it was to be re-
gretted that the Commisioner had proved
it to exist to a much greater extent than
even he (Mr. Heitmann) had expected.
Another thing which was concerning the
Chamber of Mines in this State, and was,
nho doubt, also eoncerning the Minister,
was ‘the question of contract. There was
not the slightest doubt that contract was a
secondary cause in this State, Some eon-
tractors, in their desire to make a few
shillings extra, or in Limes of competition
to earn a few shillings to keep them,
" worked very hard, TUnder the best con-
ditions, leaving out the dust guestion, those
men must become sooner or later unable
to follow that emplovment. The lower a
man’s vitality bhecame, the less resisting

Spraying
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power he bad, and if he had to work to the
limit of his powers every day, be had very
little chance of resisting the dust. There-
fore, that question of contract was one of
the things which the proposed Commission
would have to inquire into. He was sure
that the mines could be worked as well by
day labour as under contract; but whether
that could be done or not, the fact that
the contract system was affecting the
health of the miuers was sufficient cause
for him to oppose it, If the company
gave them the equivalent of day labour
it would not be so bad, although he would
still be concerned, but they did not do
that. They stated that the reason why
they employed men on contract was that
they wanted to get the work done quickly,
but the real reason was that they wanted
to get 35s. for £1. He hoped that the
Minister would take into eonsideration the
enforcement of the existing provisions in
regard to ventilation, and the coping with
the dust evil. What members should con-
sider was the health of the workers in alt
industries, It was simply astounding at
times to see the want of thonght amongst
legislators and others in regard to the
question. An aceident in the street, or on
the show grounds, sent a thrill of horror
and sympathy through the community,
but suech a thing was nothing compared
with the number of deaths which took
place in connection with the mining indus-
try and were unnoticed by the public at
large, In Day Dawn almost every week
fresh cases of miners’ eomplaint eould be
seen. Of course the disease was only
in its early stages, but it was only a matter
of time when those men would be foreed
to mive up their employment, only a little
later to die. If only from a business point
of view, the matter should be taken into
consideration. If a member of the House
were to meet with an aceident, or to he
killed, the House would be adjourned, and
sorrow wounld be expressed for weeks
afterwards; but hundreds of miners were
dving off every year and no nofice was
taken; they were only workmeu, only tbe
under-dogs. For six years he hnd been
appealing to members of the Chamber to
do something for the miners, and until 12
months ago. when Dr. Cumpston had been
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appointed, the Governwment had done no-
thing. Members on the Government side
had taken very little notice of what he
had had t6 say. If men were to only visit
the fields they must be struek with the
great nnmber of men who appeared strony
in frame, but who, on eloser investigation,
were found to be undermined wn health.
He was not corteni that all was being
done that could be done, and, whether he
was in the House or out of it, he was
going to see that the miners, us well as
-other workers in the country, got a fair
deal. If it was a question of closing up
every mine in the State, or losing the life
of one miner, he would say that every mine
should be closed up. If to the cost of
winning the gold in loss of life and limb
was to be added scores and scores of the
best lives in the State. and years upon
years of misery on the part of the wives
and families, he would say that the indus-
try was altogether too costly, and the
mines would have to go. He sometimes
thonght that the time would come when
mining, at all events at great depths,
would be a thing of the past, and that
publiec opinion wonld, sooner or later,
demand that conditions such as those
which existed in the open air must exist
in the deep mines in this country. He
trusted that the Minister would, at the
earliest opportunity, appoint the Com-
mission and let them get to work.
Althongh Dr. Cumpston might find in the
Eastern States something of interest to
him es an expert who had taken lungs for
his speciality, he did not think that he
would be able to do much in the way of
suggesting remedial measures.

The Minister for Mines: But he will be
able to collaborate with those who are
specialising with regard to the matter in
the East.

Mr. HEITMANN: The question had
got beyond Dr. Cumpston. That gentle-
man had been asked to undertake the full
investigation, but he had admitted that so
far as the remedy was concerned he was
not in a position to do anything.

The Minister for Mines: But T want to
keep him; I do not want to let him go.

Mr. HEITMANN: ©Dr. Cumpston
shonid be kept, even if it cost the State

2953

£8,000 or £4,000 & year; but it w as to be
feared that the policy of the Government
would diive him out of the country, just
as it had driven out Dr. Cleland ard other
valued officers. Why the inguiry should
be deferred pending Dr. Cumpston’s’ re-
turn, seeing that the guestion was purely
remedial, he eould not understand. Seo
far as the remedy was concerned there
were many men in the ‘State who
could get at the bottom of that evil, bat
he was inclined to think that the stumb-
ling block was the opposilion that had
heen shown in the past by the mouthpiece
of the mining industry, the Chamber of
Mires, He had often stated that we had
on the mines in the countrv men who
endeavoured to give the hest possible con-
ditions to the miners. but most of them
were only instruments of big vompanies.
Their prineipal coneern was the paving of
profits, and he did not blame them for
that., but there were also amoéngst the
mining managers some of the wost eal-
lous men in the world. When Dr.-Cump-
ston was about to visit Day Dawn the
manager of the mine there actuaily went
to & man who was dying and asked him
to deny that he had contracted the dis-
ease in the Fingall mine, though that man
had worked for 16 years in {he mine and
had never worked in any other mine in
the State, He (Mr. Heitmann) took no
consideration for companies or managers,
His only consideration was for bis fellow
men. For them he had fought, and for
them he would fight despite all opposi-
tion, and he confidently looked forward
to the time when miners’ phthisis, fibrosis,
and miners’ disease in its vartous forms
wonld be a thing of the past.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was pleasing
the Minister had at last recognised there
was some seriousness about the question of
miners’ complaint and pleasing also to see
that the continunal efforts of the member
for Cne were having some effect. The
hon. member considered deep mining
would eventnally eease. He was hardly
correct, It should be possible to have
sueh conditions in deep mining that men
would be able to follow the occupation
of mining and still live.
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Mr. A, A, Wilson: Not at eight hours
a day. .

My. UNDERWOOD : Then we can

make it six. .

Mr. Heitmann : It will not pay.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: 1t should be puos-
sible to work at considerable depths with
proper ventilation, and a proper system
of working; but if it conld not be done
without the sacrifice of life it should cease.
There would be some mines of sufficient
value at a depth to enable the industry
to be carried on at greater depths than
now reached, and under conditions that
would ot be dangerous to the health and
life of miners. The big death roll was
caused to a great extent by the lack of
proper ventilation and means for allaying
dust; but if the mines could not be pro-
perly ventilated, and if the dust eould not
be allowed so as not to kill the workers,
then the industry maust close down; for
any industry that caused the death of
Australians must go. Dr. Compston was
not a mining expert. He told us that men
were killed throngh working in the mines,
and agmitted it was dust on the lungs that
caunsed it, but could not say how that eonld
he prevented. Therefore it was the duty
of Parliament to obtain the services of
the best mining experis, men who would
pay more attention to the lives of the
miners than to obtaining dividends for
shareholders, to investigate the possibility
of working these mines without the dust,
or by allaying it. It was said we might
lose Dr. Cumpston through not paying
him sufficient salary. It would be a dis-
aster. But on many other ceccasions we
had driven men out of the public service,
and there were others who wonld very
likely get out at any early date. To keep
these men we must get rid of the incubi,
the heads of the departments, and give the
talent lower down a chance. When we
found talent we should pay a reascnable
salary. If the talent was exceptional we
should pay exceptional salaries. Dr.
Cumpston was not given the salary paid
to a medieal man at Port Hedland. The
officer was at least worthy the salary given
to the limelight lecturer who went to Lon-
don looking for immigrants with a know-
tedge of ringbarking. The Government
should make a serions effort to prevent

[ASSEMBLY.]

deaths from oceurring throngh miners”
complaint, and alsu throngh consumptou.
We were told consumption was absolutely
preventible,

Mr. Heitmann: Not only preventible,
but eurable.

My, TNDERWOOD: We lost a large
number of our best citizens through it. Tt
was betler to hold our citizens in life than
to spend money in endeavouring to bring
others to the country. The member for
Murehison complained of the exemptions
in the Murchison distriet, but the Murehi-
son was a baby in this vespeet when com-
pared with Pilbara. The exemptions
there were eternal. The British Explora-
tion Company seemed to rnn on with ex-
emptions like the brook for ever.

The Minister for Mines: They are dead
and gone for ever.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Their ghost was
still there, and still getting exemptions.
Every decent mine in Pilbara was locked
up in this way. Close upon three years
ago the Minister assured us that when the
railway was started from Port Hedland
the persons holding mines under exemp-
tion would be compelled to work them,
but thongh the railway was almost com-
pleted the mines were not yet being
worked, Tt was easy to keep the
mines without working them, Tf the
warden recommended forfejiture the
Minister overrode the warden’s recom-
mendation and imposed a fine of a few
pounds only. The Minister had some time
to consider the matter, somewhere about
three years, and he should endeavour now
to have those mines worked, and if they
were not worked he should bring about
their forfeiture. There were one or two
other matters he wonld like to refer to,
one particularly being with regard to the
Chaffinch mine on the Bullfineh belt. The
directors of the Chaffinch wired to the
Minpister and asked him to appeint a Gov-
ernment officer to examine that mine and
report, not in the interests of the share-
holders partienlarly but of the State.
There had been expressions that evening
ns to the advisability of the Government
interfering between the bulls and the

-bears, and if it was only a question of

bulls and bears, that was to say garotters
of two deseriptions, he would not deem it
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his duty to make any remarks on the ques-
tion, but between the bulls and bears
there was the great general public who
had been investing in many of those mines
at Bullfineh, and partieularly in the Chaf-
fineh. The bulls and bears did not matter,
but the general publi¢, the confiding and
unsophisticated eitizens, sbould have a
fair run for their money. Mr. Arthur,
dramatieally or melodramatically, went to
the Chaffineh mine and doled out stone
eontaining ounces and ounces of gold and
took with him a bevy of Pressmen to re-
port his great effort, and it was then that
the general public eame in and bought
shares iu the mine. They were not bulls
and bears, the bulls were trying not to
beat the bears but to push-the shares on to
the general public, and we had found since
that the manager had stated that there was
no lode whatever there, or if there was a
lode it still had to be discovered. When
we struck a cirecumstanee like that it was
the duty of the Government of the State
to step in and make the fullest possible
inquiry. If a report came down that
there were spurious coins in eirenlation
the Government would spend many
pounds in warning the public not to take
those coins, but when it was a question of
a spurions gold mine, or a mullock mine—
he was not making any definite statement
as to which this was—the Government
seemed to think that it was not their duty
to protect the public. While the Govern-
ment were prepared to protect the publie
against garrotters, burglars, counfidence
trick men, the unecle from Fiji and the
golden brick, it was their duty to proteet
the public against the bushrangers at the
stock exchange and the mine floating pre-
mises. The Minister said that he had no
power. If the Minister had no power he
could have usurped it and Parliament
would have upheld him in doing so. The
Minister deelared that he wanted to keep
out of the row, but any man who wanted
tn keep out of a row should keep out of
politics, mnch less the position of Minis-
ter, Any man who aecepted the office
of Minister should be prepared to get into
rows and get out of them, and it was ab-
solutely the duty of the Minister with re-
gard to the Chaffinch mine to make the
fullest possible inquiry, Tt was to be
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hoped that Minister wounld reconsider his
position and reeognise that notwithstand-
ing his reluctance to get into rows, that
when he came to Parliament he created
somewhat of a disturbance, that there had
been a disturbance ever since, and there
would be bound to be rows as long as he
remained in Parliament, and one row more
or less did not matter.

The Minster for Mines: T have instrue-
ted the inspector of mines to be about
there.

Mr.

UNDERWOQOD: The Minister

"wired to Adelaide to say that he had no

men available. It was the duty of the
Minister to secure the services of a man
or two if necessary. After all, the Min-
ister’s reply that if false information
were supplied a prosecution counld be in-
stituted was not satisfactory, because he
had refused to inquire as to whether
there had been false information given,
and if he would not inquire as to whether
this false information had been given
it was not likely that he was going to
prosecute. With regard to mining gener-
ally in Western Australia, there was no
doubt about it that the prospects were
brighter now than thev had been during
the last 10 years, but it did seem peculiar
that on the previous evening the Attor-
ney General shonld come forward and
tell the world that the mining industry
of Western Australia was a decaying one
and that the workers on the mines were
decreasing and that mining was practic-
ally done. We had heard this statement
in Australia for many years. No doubt
our forefathers had heard the same thing
in regard to other mining c¢enirves, vet
the fact remained that the mining indus-
try in Australia was still of the unimost
importance. He was convinced that long
after the demise of the Wilson Ministry
there would be a mining industry in
Western Australia. Had it not been for
the mining industry where would Wesi.
ern Australia be to-day? He {rusted the
industry would not be made secondary
to that of agriculture. He gave place
to no man in his estimate of the import-
ance of the agrieultural industry; still
the mining industry was of equal im-
portance, and is seemed ungrateful that
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the Government should altempt to be-
little that industry as they had dope in
the Redistribution of Seats Bill. There
liad been no agriculture in Western Aus-
traha until the gold miners came and dis-
dovered it.

" Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet): It was
his intention to say a few words in re-
gard to the industry with whieh so many
of Lis c¢onstituents were associnted, and
with which he himself had been associat-
ed for the last 15 years. The Minister
himself had pointed out the mithions of
pounds which the industry had been in-
strumental in having expended in the
State, and ihe faet that it employed a
larger nnmber of persons than any other
industry in Western Australian. Only a
little wlile agu there had been a ten-
dency on the part of Mivisters to forget
the industry altogether, and to believe
that any effort to resucitate it wonld be
of no avail. Tbe recent discoveries in
several distriets, however, had drawn
fresh attention to the industry with the
vesult that it was corming to be recog-
nised that. so far from the industry being
a deeaying one, it was rapidly forging
abead, and that fo-day it was in a health-
ier condition than ever before in the his-
tory of the State. In the Mount Magnet
electorate there was being produced fto-
day five times as mueh gold as had been
won at any time before, and he was con-
vinced that with due encouragement the
industry would progress still faster. The
Minister hall pointed out that all the
other industries in the State depended
largely upon the mining industry. It
was to be regretted that despite this con-
vietion the ‘\f.[mlstel allowed the industry
to be disfranchised in the proposed Re-
distribution of Seats Bill, in that two
seats were to be taken from the gold
producing districts and added to those
- of the agricultural districts. It went to
show either that the Minister’s words
were mere verbal expressions or that the
Minister had no sympathy whatever with
the industry which he professed to be
anxious to encourage. There were cer-
tain ways by which the industry could
be encouraged. One of the best ways
was the construetion of railwavs. That

[ASSEMBLY.]

had already been agreed upon, and so
far as he was eoncerned his electorate
had been assisted very materially, for
the railway recently constructed to Sand-
stone had done a great deal towards the
development of the mining industry
there. The industry was in 8 far health-
ier state than it had been since the foun-
dation of that distriet, and the possi-
bility was that the advantages conferred
by the railway would enable miues to be
developed, which evuld not have been de-
veloped a few years back. That distriet
had already produced over three-quarters
of a million pounds worth of gold, and
the adjoining district of Youanme was wo-
ing to substantially add to the gold produc-
tion within the next few yvears, He under-
stood that 60 head of stamps were to
be erected there, and that when they
were falling on stone the gold produe-
tion should be not less than 100,000
ounces per year. If the mining industry
was to be encouraged by railways there
were one or {wo distriets whielr had not
Lbeen given the eonmsiderailon to which
they were entitled. Repealedly promises

"had been made by the members of the

Glovernment in regard to a railway to
Lawlers, but the promises seemed to have
been forgotten as soon as the Ministers
lefi the disiriet. The Minister tor Mines,
the honorary Minister (Myr. MeKenzie),
and the Colonial Seeretary, had promiszed
the construction of that line.

The Minister for Mines: I have uot
promised the constrnetion of that line.

Mr. TROY: The Minister had most
definitely promised that the railway was
to be built from Leonora.

The Minister for Mines: I said, that
taking all things into consideration, the
railway should go from that point.

Mr. TROY: The railway should be
built beeause it would do a great deal for
the district. His quarrel with the Gov-
ernment was that they had not eon-
strieted the railway, and if they did eon-
struct it from Leonora, his quarrel would
he in regard to the route, because he had
always contended that the line should go
from Sandstone. In rvegard to the de-
velopment of mining, he agreed that much
had been done in the provision of watler
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supply, bt that matter never seemed to
be attended to until a big discovery was
made, and the necessity of providing the
water supply was forced on the atten-
tion of the Mines Department. For years
he bad urged on the Minister the neces-
sity for providing water in the vieinity
of Youanme and the Lake Barlee coun-
try, but his representstions had npever
been attended to. Then had ecome a good
season, when the prospectors had gone out
and found Youanme, and immediately a
water supply had been given to the distriet.
He was glad to say that that country
stretebing from Soutbern Cross to Mount
Jackson, and from Mt. Jackson to You-
anme, was now being opened up by means
of bores and wells, What the possibili-
ties were he did pot know, but the coun-
try was auriferous, and water could he
got by horing, and he hoped that the
bores and wells that were to be established
would enable the prospecrors to make
depots, and from there go out and test
the country. They might some day prove
a mineral area extending from Younanme
tight through to Southern Cross. In re-
gard to batleries, without the publie
battery system we could never bave had
some of the flourishing goldfields that
we had to-day. Of late vears all the new
fields that had eome into prominence and
had helped to build up the mining indus-
try. had owned their origin to the Stale
batteries. He had only to wmention
Meekatharra, Black Range, and Youanme,
where £50,000 had been spent by several
companies in buying properties. Those
fields had their commencement in a few
prospeetors, and later the testing of the
prospeetors’ stone by public batteries.
The system had already produced over
three million pounds worth of gold, and
one of the brightest features of that was
that all of that sum had remained in
Western Australia. There had been a
slight loss on the system, but that was a
mere bagatelle compared with the gzia
which the system had been to the State.
It had provided a livelihoed for thousands
of people, and a market for the farmers
and pastoralists, and was attracting eapi-
tal from outside the State for other in-
dusiries. When the new superiniendent
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of public batieries had heen appointed it
had been prophesied that he would do
marvellons things in the reduction of
costs, which would go back to the pros-
pectors through reduced charges. . n-
fortunately, no reduetion of costs had
taken place, and that officer had been no
more sneeessful, if as sueeessful, than his
predecessor, Mr. White. On the other
hand, he had been responsible for raising
the charges of publie batteries to higher
rates than in previous years, and for
penalising prospectors by enforcing con-
ditions which had not been in the inter-
ests of the industry. He had c¢losed down
batteries for wmonths, and had forced
prospectors to leave their mines and feud
the hatieries in order to get decent con-
sideration. Some time ago the Minister
bad promised that slimes would be treated
tn various localities; he bad made that
promise in regard to Boogardie und
Sandstone, but the undertaking had never
been adhered to. .

The Minister for Mines: We found ihe
Lrealmeut too expensive.

Mr. TROY: The slimes belonged to the
prospectors; and they were to be treated
by the Government, and the prospectors
paid from the gold won less the cost of
treatment.  Were the prospeetors af
Black Range going to receive payment
for their slimes?

The Minister for Mines: They have all
received payment up to the date men-
tioned.

My, TROY: Some of them had notf
been paid.

The Minister for Mines: We have not
treated a lol of the slimes yet.

Mr, TROY: The slimes of the people
to whom he referred had been treated.
If the Minister wonld say that the de-
mands of these people would he met it
would be satisfactory,

The Minister  for Mines: We will pay
the lot after treatment.

Mr. TROY: There was a considerable
amount of money held in these slimes,
and if the prospeetors could get the
monev they would spend it in other
localities. The recent happenings at Bull-
finch the majorily were at a loss to under-
stand,  Mines were boomed one day and
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marvellons discoveries were reported, but
the nex! day those discoveries were de-
nied, and people ouiside the very seat ..f
operaiions were unable to ascertain the
true condition of affairs. Investovs in
Sounth Australia wired to the Minister
for Mines asking for an official investiga-
tion into the Chafinech mine. When it
was reported that wonderfully rich ore
was broken out in the presence of a num-
bher of pressmen it made one seeptieal,
hecavuse usually managers keep the faet
of valuable discoveries to themselves.
The Minister might have made the inves-
tigation asked for and sent one of the
peologists or an inspecior of mines te
the mine.

Mr. Harper: 1t would not be fair io
any Government official becanse it was
impossible for him to say whether the
mine would turn out a good one or not.

Mr. TROY: The officer could say
whether there was anything in what was
already opened up. Leaders were zener-
ally rich, but a leader did not make a
mine. At any rate the geologist econld
have safeguarded the interests of inves-
tors, and the good reputation of the in-
dustry. If this was a swindle, and one
feaved it might be, it would do inealenl-
able harm to the State; because later on
when anything good was found people
would say, “No, we were bitten before.”
The Minister should consider the advis-
ability of zeenring power to make these
inquiries in the interests, not of the bulls
or the bears, but of the investors, those
people who had saved a few pounds and
wished to invest in mines, Although the
tendency was to deprecate the mining
industry and to direet attention to another
industry, the importance of the mining
industry should not be forgotten. There
wonld be greater developments in the
future than had faken place in the past.
With such a vast extent of country we
had not sufficient prospectors to prospeet
it adequately. The good finds in recent
vears illustrated the fact that the counliry
had not been properly prospected in the
past, hecanse these finds were all in
loealities which prospectors passed over
in previons years.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HARPER: It would be useless to
traverse all the ground gone over by all
the various speakers, bui there were one
or two subjects eoncerning the mining in-
dustry on which he would like to speak.
The member for Brown Hill referred to
the dividend tax and the British income
tax. It eertainly was not fair that West-
ern Australian holders of shares in Eng-
lish mining ecompanies operating here
ghould pay the two taxes, The member
for Murchison talked of the action of the
Government assisting the booming of
shares, but the booming of shares affected
the people of Western Ansiralia very
little. Ii took nothing out of the Trea-
sury if shares were boomed.

My, Collier: If shares were unduly
boomed and speculators were taken down,
did it not retard investment here by peo-
ple at Home.

Mr. HARPER: One might think so,
but it did not affect the position very
muach. It was the doty of the investor
or speculator to find out for himself
whether the investment was legitimate or
not. Hon. members migh! argue that it
was advisable for the Governmenl to
similarly interfere in connection with a
business concern. There was no doubt
abeut it that it was the duty of the peo-
ple to find ont whether the matter was
worthy of their attention, and that ap-
plied to every coneemn, business or other-
wise, right through life. Some responsi-
bility certainly devolved upon the people.
If the State were to protect everyone
from loss it would amount to one man
being required to look after another man,
so that everybody in the country would be
looking after everybody elee. He at one
time had some shares in the Phillips River
company, but he did not lose anything
over those because when they went up he
sold, and thus he claimed that he was
aware of the value of the mine.

Mr, Troy: Did you have any shares in
the Golden Pole?

Mr. HARPER: Yes, and he was
pleased to admit it, and he would like to
have another Golden Pole. With regard
to the railway to Phillips River, that rail-
way had been quite justified and even
much more so than the railway to Norse-
man, but if he had had any say in its
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construetion it would have been built not
from Hopetoun but from Broomehill, and
in that way a fine area of agricultural
country would have been opened up. That
conneetion from Broomehill, however,
would eventually be made. A great deal
had been satd about Mr. Hamilton and
the rednction of muiners’ wages at Bull-
fineh. 1t was not fair to blame Mr. Ham-
ilton for shat reduetion, because when a
ecompany took over a mine from a pro-
spector or the vendors the eonditions be-
came entirely different. Mr. Hamilton
bad nothing whatever to do with the re-
duetion.

Mzr. Collier: Is he not a loeal director?

Mr. HARPER: Yes; but the instroe-
tions ip Mr. Hamilton eame from Eng-
land, and it had to be remembered that
there was an arbitration award in the
distriat,

Mr. Collier: Not there.

Mr. HARPER: In close proximity, at
any rate, and it was in the interests of
the low-grade mines that the rednetion of
the wages took place. With regard to the
inspection of mines by the Government,
it was an important and very diffteult
task to ask the Government to earry out.

My, Collier: It is risky.

Mr. HARPER: In a day or two it was
possisble for impontant developments to
take place and the aspect of the mine
would be changed altogether.

Mr. Collier: They could give a golden
certfficate amd then the mine might turn
out a duffer.

Mz. HARPER: That was so, and they
might report unfavourably on it and a
day or two afterwards it might turn out
well. Whichever way it went it wounld
not be fair to the speculator. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet had referred to the
mining communities providing s big
market for the agirienltural districts.
Agrienlture, however, did oot altogether
depend on the mining industry. TFor in-
stance, last year there was one million
pounds’ worth of wheat exported, and it
was to the export trnde that Western
Australia would have to look. With re-
gard to the batteries, there was a good
deal that could be said, but as the honr
was late he would curtail his remarks.
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Hon. members should take a lenient view
of the public battery system in Westarn
Australia. Tf, however, the batteries
eould all be kept going the costs would be
considerably reduced. Slimes plants were
tather costly to eonstruct, and treabment
in small quanfites must entail great ex-
pense. He had gone through these posi-
tions himself and could, therefore, take
a sympathetic view. As for the disease
fibrosis. or miner’s complaint, he would
recommend that the men working with
roek-drills in deep mines should occa-
sionally seek a change of oceupation.
The dust ipanticles had a very bad effect
on the Jungs, and the only practicable
remedy was a change of occupation, if
not pemunanent, at least for a lengthy
period. It was our duty to help these
men to secure that remedy.

Ttem, State Mining Engineer, £5300.

Mr. COLLIER: There was no desire
to make any complaint against this offi-
cer, who was sofficiently eapable in his
own parficular line; but the officer was
kept far too much in the office, If we were
to get full value from that officer his time
should be spent out among the mining
properties, and in the field, As a mabter
of faet most of Mr. Montgomery’s time
was spent in the office.

The Minister for Mines: He met with
& bad accident two and a half years ago,
but he will now have to go outside again.

Mr. COLLIER: There could be ne
doubt that the officer was fully qualified
in his own specific line, but he should be
employed outside,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Certainly this
officer was not required in the office doing
a clerk’s work for £300.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
State Mining Engineer was one of the
most highly qualitied engineers in Austra-
lia. Over two years ago the officer had
met with a bad accident at Meekatharra,
in econseguence of which he had not been
out so much in the field as, perbaps, he
should have been. However, if Mr. Mont-
gomery was to remain in the service he
would now have fo go ount in the field
again,

Mr, Heitmann : I sincerety hope he will
not remain in the serviee.
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'l‘he”’\IINISTER FOR MINES: The

hon. menibef had a wrong impression of
the value of this officer, who was a mining
engineer and oeologmst of the hlo-hest
qualifications, '

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If we required a
geologist Mr. Gibb Maitland, the Govern-
ment Geologist, was infinitely superior to
the State Mining Engineer. He (Mr.
Underwood) had great respeet for the
State Mining Engineer personally, bnt if
that officer was to be State Mining En-
gineer he should not spend his time in
the Perth office where there was no scope
for his. talents. Whether geologist or en-
wineer he should be in the field. A salary
of £750. was paid to Gibb Maitland, who
was sent out into the back country and
was practically a mining explorer, whilst
Montgomery, the State Mining Engineer,
received £300 a year and spent the
whole of his time in the rabbit warren in
Hay-street. He did not say that the State
Mining Enginer was not a most capable
man, but the duties he was carrying out
were not worth having for tbe salary he
was paid. If they were worth that, then
those who were carrying out move im-
portant duties. such as the Government
Geologist disecharged, shonld be paid
higher. The Government Geologist and his
assistants had ten times more work than
the State Mining Engineer. He had no
objection to the salary, and, in tact, he
had always held that a good man should
receive considerably more than the Gov-
ernment Geeologist was at present receiv-
ing, but be felt that the salary of the State
AlGning Engineer was too high for the
duties he was performing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
principal duties of the State Mining En-
gineer were to control the laws and regu-
lations dealing with the inspection of
mines, to visit the inspeetors, and to see
that the inspections were being carried
out. He was also chief adviser in regard
to the expenditure of the Mines Devel-
opment vote. One of the chief reasons
for the appoiniment of that officer was
that he should not only aet as technieal
adviser to the Minister, but that he should
also travel around the distriets and ad-
vise the prospector in regard to the de-
velopment of his shows.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Heitmann: Have you ever read of
a repart of his that has benefited the
prospector?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
State Mining Engineer had vertainly writ-
ten some remarkably good reports; in fact
there was no man in Ausiralin who eould
write a better mining veport. Tt was his
intention to amalpamate the inspection of
mines with the inspection of machinery,
which wonld vesult in large economy
in the work in outside distriets. whilst the
administrative work would have the ad-
vantage of being under one head in
future.

Ttem, Inspectors of Mines (9), £3,588.

Mr. A A WILSON: It was to be hoped
that the Minister would do away with the
dual position of inspector of mines and
inspector of railway coal at Collie. That
step was necessary to allow of a proper
supervision of the mines. Ti had been
stated during the evening that on the
Eastern Goldfields the accidents in mines
were equal to one for every 20 men em-
ployed, but at Collie the accidents repre-
sented one in every eight men employed.
which was absolutely the highest average
in the world. Would the minister consider
the advisability of giving the mining in-
spector the one job. so that the mines
might he thoroughly inspected !

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
was a good deal in what the hon. member
bad said, although until recently une man
had been well able to do both jobs. With
the inecrease of Dbusiness, however, there
might be a need te have one officer to
look after the mines and one fo iook afrer
the railway work. The maiter wounld re-
ceive immediate consideration.

Mr. HEITMANN : What was the salary
of the inspector for mines on the Mnr-
chison and of Inspeetor Greenard who, it
hiad been stated, was leaving the depart-
meni?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr
Gireenard was 1eceiving £350 according
to the classifieation. Mr. Lunder’s salary
was £400 and it was being reduced to
£350, the hasis of the clagsification.

Mr. Heitmann : What were Mr. Green.
ard's qualifications as & mining engineer ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was understood they were ruite =atis.



{8 DzoEmeER, 1910.]

fuctory. He had ahvays contended that
a higher salary should be paid to the
inspectors of mines, but the Public Service
Conunissioner had fixed their salaries at
£350.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Erplosivesund Analytical, £4,605:

Mr. Collier : The Minister had stated
there was an exhaustive report in pre
paration by the CGovernment Analyst
on explosives. When would that report
be made available ?

The Minister for Mines :
possible.
report.

Mr. COLLIER : Appsrently it would,
because the officer seemed to have gone
into the work with the desire to meet
the difficulties.

Vote put and passed.

Vote - - Ueological  Survey.
agreed o,

A8 soon as
It would be a very valuable

£6,619 —

Vote—Inspection of Machinery, £5.811 :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
accordance with the promise given by
the leader of the Opposition to make a
statement on this vote, he would say
it was his intention to amalgamate the
Inspection of Machinery Department with
the inspection of mines,

Mr. Heitmenn: Then, what would
be the position of the Chief Inspector of
Machinery ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
have not gone into details yet.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Before the
Minister came before the Committee with
& proposition of this description we should
certainly have details. Wag the State
Mining Engineer to he made Chief
Inspector of Machinery * -

The MINTSTER FOR MINES : Before
any change was made it would be neces.
sary to have a small Bill passed to
enable inspectors of mines to do the work
of inspectors of machinery. and also to
enable inspectors of machinery to do
the work of inspectors of mines, This
was, of course, merely for remote distriets.

Mr. Underwood: Would the State
Mining Engineer be chief of the amal-
gamated departments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES :
thing definite was yet arrived at.

No-
There
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were many diffieulties in the way, but
he thought the samalgamation could
be hrought about. A Bill would be
brought down to enable it to be done,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—-Mines Water Supply, £16,202—
agreed to.

Vote— Mining School, £5,880 ;

Mr. A, A, WILSON: It would be
advizsable to extend the school to the
South-Western division of the State,
namely. Collic and Greenbushes. It
was about time the Government took
in hand the guestion of education in
connection with coal mining. In the
old country it was possible for boys to
obtain scholarships in this direction.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: 'The
policy of the Government was to have
one miniug schnol in the State, but he
agreed that the director of the mining
school should alkc be made director of
technical education. By establishing
technical and evening classes -where
technical instruction would be under
the control of the director who was
controlling the mining school, it would
be possible to get better results than
by establishing small mining schools.
At the places that the hon. member
referred to it would be advisable to
establish technical schools,  There should
be only one mining schoo! for the whole
State.

Mr. A, A. WILSON: There was no
education whatever as far as coal mining
was concerned and it should be remem-
bered that coal mining was going to
become a big factor in Western Australia
and we should educate our boys so that
they might take positions as inspectors
or managers. 1t should be the duty
of the Government to try and establish
a school in the south-West, say at Collie,
and it could be attended at that place
by students from Greenbushes.

The Minister for Mines: The sugges-
tion which the hon. member had made
would he carefully looked into.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Butteries, £82,875—agreed
to.

Progress reported.
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BILL—MOUNT LAWLEY RE-
SERVES.
Returned from the Legislative Council
withont amendment.

House adjourned at f1-55 p.m.

——

Legislative Elssembly,
Friday, 9th December, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
10-30 a.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY GOODS
SHEDS, BUNBURY.

Hon. 8ir N. J. MOORE (without
notice) asked the Minister for Railways :
Whether he will make inguiries with a
view of taking steps to relieve the serious
block which it is complained exists at the
Bunbury goodsheds.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1 understand there has been
some little trouble owing to the erec-
tion of new sheds, and T will make
inquiries forthwith with a view of seeing
what can be done.

BILL—BUNBURY MUNICIPAL
ELECTRIC LIGHTING.
Introduced by Hon. Sir N. J. Moore
and read & first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. GORDON, leave
of absence for one fortnight granted to
Mr. Hayward (Wellington) on the ground
of ill-health.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES-—1910-11.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day ;

* Mr. Taylor in the Chair.

Railway Department (Hon. H.
ory, Minister).

Vote—Railways, £1,154,652 :

The MINISTER FOR MINES
RATLWAYS (Hon. H. Gregory) said :
It gives me more pleasure than usual
to ask the Committee to approve the
Estimates under consideration for the
Minister for Railways, hecause I think
we can this year point to a for more
prosperous period in connection with
our railway systemn than has been the
case for some years past. Hon. members
who have perused the report of the
Commissioner of Railways, and also
taken into consideration the statements
made by the Treasurer in the course of
the Budget spech will recognise that in
the general prosperity of the State the
railways have had their fair share.
In the railway system we have the
chief asset of the State, an asset upon
which the great proportion of our Loan
Fund has been expended. One re-
cognises that trade is increasing, and our
railway system is able to show a very
fair return on the capital expended.
I do not wani to wade too deeply into
figures, but T would like to point out
that, whereas four years ago, in 1906-7
we had 1,764 miles of railways open,
we estimate that at the end of the
financial year 1910-11 we will have 2,344
miles open for traffic ; and whereas our
capital expenditure in 1906-7 was
£10,300,938, it is estimated that at
the end of this financial year it will
be £11,700,000. The interest on the
outlay, comparing the same periods, was
£358,734 in 1906-7 while it is estimated
that at the end of the current financial
year it will be £400,000. Our earnings
in 1906-7 were £1,537,333. In 1907-8
the earnings showed a slight decrease,
having been £1,501,925. Last year they
amounted to £1,637,334 and this year
we estimate they will reach a .record
for Western Australia, in the sum of
approximately £1,756,000—and 1 may
state this is & most conservative estimate.
We do not like making the estimate

Greg-

AND



